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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  confideration  of  the  miferies  which 
numbers  of  poor  lick  creatures  languifhed 
under,  in  different  parts  of  this  kingdom,  from 
not  being  able  to  obtain  the  afliftance  of  the 
medicinal  waters  of  this  place,  induced  many 
perfons  of  humanity  to  think  of  eredling  an 
Infirmary  at  Bath  for  the  reception  of  fuch 
objedts  ;  in  which  they  might  be  fupplied  with 
food,  phyfic,  and  advice,  while  they  were 
ufing  thefe  waters  for  the  relief  of  their  feveral 
maladies. 

This  fcheme,  however,  did  not  at  firft  meet 
with  the  encouragement  it  deferved.  It  lay 
dormant  a  confiderable  time,  till  in  the  year 
1738  it  was  revived  and  carried  into  execution 
by  Mr.  Allen,  with  that  zeal  and  generofity 
which  attended  all  his  other  various  and  extern 
five  charities. 

Dodtor  Oliver  was  among  the  foremoft  to 
promote  fo  good  a  defign,  and  in  his  frequent 
conferences,  while  it  was  in  agitation,  with  his 
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friend  Mr.  Allen,  he  reprefented  to  him  (as 
his  profeffion  naturally  led  to  the  obfervation) 
“  That  one  circumftance  of  the  great  utility  of 
fuch  an  hofpital,  would  be, — its  affording  con¬ 
stant  opportunities  to  the  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons,  who  fhould  be  intrufted  with  the  care  of 
it,  of  improving  themfelves  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  right  ufe  of  thefe  medicinal  waters ;  and 
that  by  their  publifhing  from  time  to  time  their 
experimental  obfervations,  the  public  might 
thereby  be  considerably  benefited. 

This  hint,  which,  with  the  Dodtor’s  con¬ 
tent,  was  inferted  in  the  printed  propofals  for 
eftablifhing  the  Hofpital,  was  with  many,  per¬ 
haps,  a  motive  for  contributing  to  the  un¬ 
dertaking. 

It  therefore  in  fome  degree  became,  from 
Dodlor  Oliver  in  particular,  a  kind  of  debt  to 
the  public  :  And  it  has  been  afked,  why  this 
promife  was  fo  long  delayed,  and  why  it  was, 
indeed,  never  perfectly  performed  ? 

To  the  latter  part  of  this  queftion, — why 
this  promife  was  never  perfectly  performed  ? — a 
fufficient  anfwer  but  too  readily  prefents  it- 
felf ;  namely,  the  death  of  that  experienced 
phyfician. 
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To  the  former  part, — why  it  was  fo  long  de¬ 
layed  ? — the  following  apology  will  find  the 
readier  admifiion  with  thofe  who  are  the  moft 
competent  judges  of  fuch  an  undertaking ;  as  it 
is  the  language  of  true  genius,  which,  feldom 
being  able  to  pleafe  itfelf,  too  haftily  concludes 
it  can  pleafe  no  one  elfe. 

‘c  The  only  excufe  I  can  make,  (fays  the 
Doctor)  is, — that  to  perform  it  well  is  a  much 
more  difficult  talk  than  perfons  unacquainted 
with  fuch  matters  can  poffibly  imagine ; — that 
a  too  tender  regard,  perhaps,  for  my  own  re¬ 
putation,  may  have  kept  me  in  awe,  and  made 
me  fearful  of  running  the  rifle  of  public  cen- 
fure,  which  is  more  inclined  to  mark  the  de¬ 
ficiencies,  than  candidly  to  accept  the  good 
intentions  of  a  writer. 

Thefe  motives  would  ftill  have  kept  me 
filent,  if  my  deteftation  of  the  leaft  appearance 
of  breach  of  public  faith  had  not  prevailed  over 
them.  However  incapable,  therefore,  I  maybe 
of  doing  all  I  wifh,  I  can  no  longer  hold  myfelf 
exxufable  for  not  doing  all  I  can,  to  fatisfy  thofe 
who  think  they  have  a  right  to  my  endeavours.” 

This  pafiage  is  extracted  from  a  dedication 
to  Mr.  Allen,  which  the  Doftor  intended  to 
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prefix  to  his  work  ;  which,  though  it  never 
was  compleated,  yet  fome  of  the  Cafes  of  the 
Hofpital  Patients  were  publifhed  in  his  life¬ 
time,  and  others  were  prepared  for  the  prefs. 
For  as  ill  health,  and  a  variety  of  other  con¬ 
cerns,  hindered  him  from  giving  this  work  to  the 
public  at  once,  he  fell  on  the  more  eafy  plan 
of  publifhing  it  by  parts  ;  which,  had  he  lived, 
would  in  time  have  amounted  to  a  whole. 

Of  thefe  cafes  the  following  fheets  are  chiefly 
compofed.  To  which  are  added  fome  few  cafes 
and  notes  of  my  own.* 

So  much  I  have  thought  neceflary  to  pre- 
mife,  as*  well  from  refpeCt  to  the  memory  of  a  i 
friend,  as  to  prevent  the  reader  from  hoping 
to  find  here  a  compleat  collection  of  all  fuch 
cafes  which  our  Hofpital  admits. 

Had  Dr.  Oliver  lived,  the  public  expecta¬ 
tion  would  have  been  fully  gratified. 

*  The  Cafes  and  Notes  added  by  the  Editor  are  marked 
Ivith  an  Afterifk,  A 
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Perfons  admitted  into  the  Hofpital 

at  BATH, 

■ 

Under  the  Care  of  Dr.  OLIVER* 


DISEASES  of  the  SKIN. 


Case  I. 

Samuel  Wingrove,  of  the  parifh  of  Phillip* & 
Norton,  in  the  county  ofSomerfet ,  aged  17  years 9 
has  been  affliffed  with  a  Leprofy  three  years . 

JA  mes  Church. 

Norton,  May  22,  1758. 

NOTE. 

TJPON  examination,  the  young  man's  ac¬ 
count  of  his  own  cafe  was  as  follows  : 

He  was  bred  to  hulbandry  ;  being  heated, 
and  in  a  profufe  fweat,  by  hay-making,  he  fat 

down 
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down  upon  the  ground,  and  drank  freely  of 
cold  fmall  beer  and  cyder.  About  an  hour 
afterwards  he  grew  lick  and  vomited  ;  had  a 
conftant  head-ach,  and  remained  much  out  of 

order  for  a  week ;  he  then  grew  well  enough 

*  » 

to  be  able  to  work  as  ufual.  About  a  month 
afterwards  a  fmall  red  fpot  appeared  juft  below 
his  right  elbow ;  it  fpread  and  itched  violently; 
it  grew  moift,  and  the  ichor  which  oozed  from 
it,  foon  concreted  into  a  branny  fcurf,  as  white 
as  fnow.  Spots  of  the  fame  kind  appeared  foon 
afterwards,  in  great  numbers,  round  the  el¬ 
bows,  knees,  hands,  fingers,  feet,  and  toes,  and 
a  few  in  his  face.  His  body  remained  quite 
clear  from  any  eruption. 

He  faid  his  mother  was  fubjedt  to  the  fame 
difeafe  on  her  fkin  if  die  ever  drank  freely  of 
cold  liquors,  when  file  was  hot. 

His  lips  were  often  fwoln;  and  when  he  heat¬ 
ed  himfelf  by  exercife,  efpecially  after  walking 
and  hanging  down  his  arms,  his  hands  would 
fwell,  and  the  blotches  would  burft,  chap, 
and  bleed;  but  they  were  foon  covered  with 
the  white  cruft,  after  reft,  and  the  dwellings 
decrcafed. 


This 
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This  youth  was  of  a  florid  healthy  com¬ 
plexion,  a  good  fkin,  and  fanguine  conftitu- 
tion.  In  December  he  was  interrupted  in  his 
courfe  of  drinking  and  bathing,  by  a  cold,  which 
required  bleeding,  and  other  proper  means  to 
relieve  it. 

This  diflemper  is  generally  attended  with 
coftivenefs,  which  the  waters  rather  increafe. 
To  prevent  which  he  was  forced  to  have  fre¬ 
quent  recourfe  to  opening  medicines,  during 
his  whole  courfe. 


He  was  admitted  July  3,  1758,  and  was 
difcharged  clean,  that  is,  free  from  eruptions, 
Jan.  10,  1759. 


Case  II. 

Elizabeth  Jordan,  the  bearer ,  has  been  under 
my  care  at  the  London  Hofpital  fome  time ,  for  a 
Leprous  Complaint,  and  I  recommend  her  as  a 
proper  objecl  to  the  Bath  HofpitaL 

John  Andree, 

Phyfician  to  the  London  Hofpital. 
London',  March  28,  1758. 


NOTE. 
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N  O  T  E.  > 

THIS  girl  is  about  fixteen  years  of  age ;  of  a 
florid  healthy  complexion,  and  good  fkin. 
Two  years  ago  fhe  fir  ft  perceived  fmall  red  fpots 
about  her  knees ;  which  fpread  gradually ;  oozed 
a  little  limpid  humour,  which  concreted  into  a 
white  farinaceous  cruft,  the  fcales  of  which  were 
continually  falling  off,  and  as  conftantly  fuc~ 
eeeded  by  frefli  ones.  They  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared  about  the  elbows,  wrifts,  and  the  outfide 
of  her  arms  and  legs ;  her  body  was  quite  free 
from  any  eruptions ;  the  cruft  itched  into¬ 
lerably. 

She  attributed  her  difeafe  to  her  having  drank 
large  draughts  of  cold  liquors,  when  fhe  had 
been  much  heated  by  violent  exercife,  or  hard 
labour. 

She  had  menftruated  once,  about  fixteen 
months  before  fhe  came  hither  ;  but  from  that 
time  fhe  had  never  had  the  leaft  fhew  till  fhe 
was  taken  into  the  hofpital.  After  her  firft  ba¬ 
thing  the  Menfes  appeared,  and  fhe  continued 
regular  all  the  while  fhe  was  in  the  houfe ;  but 
they  kept  the  periods  of  three  weeks. 


She 
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She  was  taken  into  the  London  Hofpital  foon 
after  the  firft  appearance  of  the  eruption,  where 
fhe  continued  ten  weeks.  She  was  then  dif- 

4 

charged  little  better .  A  month  after  fhe  was 
re-admitted,  and  continued  in  the  Hofpital  fix- 
teen  weeks,  when  fhe  was  difcharged  much 
better .  But  eruptions  breaking  out  afrefh,  fhe 
was  recommended  to  us. 

Long  before  any  eruption  appeared,  her  feet 
ufed  to  chap  and  run  every  winter,  and  were  fo 
fore  that  fhe  could  not  go,  or  ftand. 

Her  upper  lip  often  fwelled,  as  it  ufually  does 
in  fcrophulous  cafes. 

She  had  palled  the  fmall-pox  and  meafles, 
when  fhe  was  very  young. 

She  was  admitted  May  20,  1758,  and  was 
difcharged  clean  January  the  10th  following. 

When  fhe  came  in,  fhe  was  prepared  by 
bleeding  and  purging,  as  fhe  was  of  a  full  ha¬ 
bit,  and  fanguine  complexion.  Afterwards  fhe 
drank  the  waters  moderately*  and  bathed  three 
times  a  week  all  the  while  fhe  was  in  the  houfe. 
The  coftivenefs,  to  which  fhe  was  fubjedt,  was 
prevented  by  a  lenitive  eledtuary,  with  fulphur. 
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Case  III. 


Benjamin  Orford  has  had  eruptions  in  his 
jkin,  in  fever al  parts  of  his  body ,  for  thefe  four 
or  five  years,  occafoned  as  he  thinks,  by  a  furfeit. 
Tkhe  appearance  of  which  has  all  the  time  refembled 
a  Leprojy ,  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  no  other  than 
Leprojy .  cihe  man  has  lived  in  the  fervice  of  fe¬ 
ver  al  farmers,  and  is  very  healthy  and  firong , 
( except  this  particular  dforder)  and  has  been ,  and 
is  now  able  to  do  his  bufnefs,  being  very  willing 
to  work  were  he  free  from  this  very  bad  dforder* 
I  think  him  a  proper  objecl for  the  Bath  Hofpitah 

J.  Shipton, 

Apothecary  at  Bafingftoke,  Hants. 

Nov.  i,  1 757. 

NOTE. 

^^BOUT  fifteen  years  ago  he  got  a  furfeit, 
(fo  the  country  people  call  any  great  and 
hidden  alteration  of  the  blood  and  juices,  by 
drinking  cold  liquors  when  they  are  very  hot.) 
From  that  time  he  always  felt  a  weight  at  the 
pit  of  his  ftomach,  attended  with  faintnefs  and 
ficknefs.  About  fix  years  ago  he  lay  ill  of  a 

fever 
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fever  three  weeks,  in  which  he  wras  bled  and 
bliftered.  A  fortnight  after  he  recovered  from 
the  fever,  a  red  fpot,  as  big  as  half-a-crown, 
appeared  on  his  right  arm,  upon  which  there 
boon  grew  a  white,  thick,  chapped  cruft,  which 
fometimes  bled.  The  next  fummer  that  dis¬ 
appeared  ;  but  towards  the  autumn,  the  fame 
kind  of  fpots  appeared  in  his  legs,  and  on  Se¬ 
veral  other  parts  of  his  body. 

He  was  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a  Sanguine 
complexion,  and  hardy  make. 


After  bleeding  and  purging  he  drank  the  wa¬ 
ters,  and  bathed  three  times  a  week,  except 
when  he  was  interrupted  in  his  courfe  by  fome 
feverifh  diforders,  which  obliged  him  to  omit 
bathing,  and  drinking  the  waters,  till  by  eva¬ 
cuations,  and  the  faline  draughts,  with  a  pro¬ 
per  regimen,  he  could  again  ufe  them  fafely. 


The  crufts  were  all  wafhed  off,  but  the  red- 
nefs  and  itching  remained.  He  was  difcharged 
June  14,  1758,  much  better . 


Case  IV. 


William  Popjoy,  of  the  farijh  of  PhilUfs 
, 'Norton ,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet ,  twenty  four 

years 


r 


[  8  j 

years  of  age,  has  been  affiibied  for  thefe  Jix  weeks 
with  violent  fcorbutic  eruptions,  on  his  arms  and 
other  parts  of  his  body,  but  chiefy  on  the  arms  ; 
occafoned,  as  he  imagines,  by  his  drinking  cold Jmall 
beer ,  when  he  was  hot  at  work . 

He  has  been  examined  by  the  phyfcians  and  furgeons 
belonging  to  the  Bath  Hofpital who  are  of  opinion, 
that  he  is  a  proper  object  for  the  faid  Hofpital. 

Edward  Cole, 


Abput 


NOTE. 

two  years  ago  he  frequently  in¬ 
dulged  himfelf  in  large  draughts  of  cold 
water,  and  fmall-beer,  when  he  was  heated  by 
walking  very  faft ;  foon  after  he  felt  great  fick- 
nefs  at  his  ftomach,  and  pain  in  his  head,  which 
continued  a  fortnight.  Then  frnall  pimples  ap¬ 
peared  about  his  wrift,  with  a  fenfe  of  burning 
heat,  and  violent  itching.  Thofe  pimples  en¬ 
larged  themfelves  into  boils,  which  grew  very 
painful,  inflamed,  and  fuppurated,  difeharging 
an  ichorotis  matter,  which  hardened  into  a  white 
fcab,  rugged,  uneven  at  the  edges,  with  a  black 
foeck  in  the  middle.  The  bafe  remained  red, 
inflamed,  and  fpreading  every  way,  but  un¬ 
equally  from  the  centre.  In  three  or  four  days 

the 
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the  fcab  dried,  feparated,  fell  off ;  a  frefh  in - 
flammation  came  on  3  a  fuppuration  and  cruft 
followed  as  before.  Thefe  eruptions  appeared  in 
every  part  of  the  body  by  turns,  but  chiefly  in 
fpring  and  autumn. 

This  man  was  a  tyler  by  trade ;  his  diet  was 
chiefly  coarfe  bread,  and  cheefe,  and  fat  bacon. 

In  February  he  complained  of  a  pain,  and 
coldnefs  at  the  pit  of  his  ftomach,  and  in  his 
bowels. 

It  is  very  common  to  perfons,  who  are  under 
cure  for  fkin  difeafes,  to  be  troubled  with  fuch 
complaints,  when  the  eruptions  are  removed  by 
bathing.  Sometimes  they  are  feized  with  vio¬ 
lent  head-aches,  and  nervous  diforders.  But 
bleeding,  a  gentle  purge,  and  then  diaphoretic 
medicines,  generally  relieve  them  in  a  few  days, 
and  enable  them  to  go  on  with  bathing  again, 
though  it  may  not  be  proper  to  let  them  go 
into  the  water  as  frequently,  or  to  ftay  in  it  as 
long  as  they  ufed  to  do. 

This  man  was  difcharged  cured  April  17, 
1758. 


Case 
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Case  V. 

Joseph  Porter,  of  Trowbridge,  wooifcribbler , 
aged  twenty -three  years,  was,  about  three  months 
paf,feized  with  an  Eryfpelas,  proceeding,  as  if  s 
fuppofed,  from  an  obfiruBed  perfpiration,  occa~ 
fioned  by  his  being  expofed  to  long  journies  in  bad 
weather ,  which,  by  the  ufe  of  medicines,  became  in 
a  great  meafure  fubdued ;  but  it  has  fnce  returned 
at  intervals,  and  at  prefent  feems  inclined  to  a 
Leprofy ;  but  in  all  other  refpeBs  he  is  healthy . 

The  above  Jofeph  Porter,  f  whofe  cafe  as  herein 
defer ibed  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  an  apothecary )  is  re¬ 
commended  as  an  objeB  of  charity,  and  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  being  admitted  a  patient  in  the  Hofpital, 
by.  Gentlemen, 


Your  mo  ft  humble  fervants, 

Ramsden  Dodsworth,  Re  Bor, 
Joseph  Mortimer,  Churchwarden « 

Trowbridge,  Feb.  14,  1758. 


NOTE. 

hphis  man  had  eruptions  on  many  parts  of 
his  body,  which  appeared  in  fmall  blad¬ 
ders,  and  being  broke  by  feratching,  or  being 

rubbed 
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rubbed  by  his  fhirt,  difcharged  a  little  fharp 
watry  matter.  This  foon  concreted  into  a  dry 
fcab,  which  crumbled  off,  and  left  the  part 
under  it  pretty  found. 

About  three  years  ago  he  had  been  infefted 
by  an  itch,  which,  after  two  months  from  its 
firft  appearance,  had  been  cured  by  a  black  oint¬ 
ment,  probably  mercurial. 

He  was  feverifh  feveral  times  while  he  was 
in  the  houfe,  which  obliged  him  to  leave  off 
the  water,  and  bathing,  and  to  ufe  evacuations, 
and  the  faline  draughts. 

This  kind  of  eruption,  which  owes  its  origin 
to  an  itch  ill  cured,  we  find  to  be  very  obfti- 
nate.  This  perfon  drank  the  waters,  and  bathed 
feveral  months  without  much  benefit,  freflh 
eruptions  breaking  out  as  faff  as  the  old  ones 
were  w allied  away. 

To  affift  the  waters,  therefore,  he  took  two 
drachms  of  a  folution  of  one  grain  of  mercurius 
fublimat .  cor .  in  two  ounces  of  brandy,  every 
morning  for  a  fortnight.  This  medicine  made 
him  a  little  fick,  but  never  vomited  him,  or 
purged  him.  It  kept  up  a  free  perfpiration, 
and  increafed  his  quantity  of  urine.  It  muft 
not  be  continued  too  long,  I  have  known  it  to 

B  bring 
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bring  on  violent  head-achs,  and  fometimes 
pains  in  the  ftomach,  and  bowels. 

After  he  had  done  taking  this  folution,  he 
returned  to  bathing,  which  then  perfected  his 
cure;  and  he  was  difcharged  0£t.  3,  1757. 


Case  VI. 


Thomas  Hutchinson,  of  Taunton  St.  Mary 
Magdalen ,  about  feven  years  ago ,  had  a  cutaneous 
eruption ,  that  was  thought  to  be  the  Itch ,  and 
was  treated  as  fuch,  on  which  it  difappeared ;  fince 
that  time  it  has  made  its  appearance  every  fpr.ing 
and  fall ;  but  by  annointing  and  taking  alterative 
medicines ,  has  often  difappeared ,  till  about  Chrif- 
mas  lafi  ;  then  he  had  a  dry  fcab  appeared  on  his 
heady  and  fince  that  on  his  face,  and  other  parts 
of  his  body ,  which  does  not  go  off  by  the  former 
treatment ,  and  is  now  become  the  true  farfuraceous 
Leprofy .  This  is  the  true  fate  of  his  cafe ,  as 
taken  from  himfelf. 

Witnefs  my  hand, 

Ferdinando  Anderdon, 


May 


Surgeon  in  Taunton. 


t  r  *7 
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NOTE. 


npHis  man’s  complaint  was  much  of  the  fame 
nature  with  that  of  Jofeph  Porter . 

At  firft,  the  waters  and  bathing  had  very 
little  effedt.  He  therefore  took  the  foregoing 
folution,  after  which  bathing  took  place,  and 
he  was  difcharged  cured,  Sept.  19,  1757,  ha¬ 
ving  been  admitted  June  9,  of  the  fame  year. 
His  diforder  was  of  feven  years  Handing. 


Case  VII. 

Auguft  3 1,  1774. 

"Phis  is  to  certify ,  that  Mary  Clark,  belonging 
to  the  Parijh  of  B  lay  don  ^  and  now  living  in  Ox¬ 
bridge,  is  about  the  age  of  32,  and  labours  under 
the  following  diforder :  fhat  ever  fince  Jhe  can  re¬ 
member,  Jhe  has  been  fubjedl  at  fpring  and  fall  to 
have  cutaneous  eruptions,  mofly  like  the  itch,  break 
out  about  her  ;  that  her  father  was  always  the 
fame,  but  by  taking  ( at  the  time  of  its  appearance ) 
a  little  gentle  phyfic  it  ufed  to  go  off,  till  about  ten 
years  fnce  Jhe  happened  to  flrike  her  leg  againft  a 
flone,  and  bruifed  it,  whereupon  it  ulcerated  and 

B  2  was 
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was  very  painful ;  Jhe  applied  to  a  great  many 
pretenders  to  furgery ,  but  in  vain ;  Jhe  then  was 
carried  to  Mr.  Lucas ,  /urge on,  at  Wells,  but  in 
a  miferable  condition,  with  both  legs  and  thighs 
very  much  tumified  and  inflamed,  and  when  Jhe 
rubbed  it,  ( as  Jhe  could  not  fometimes  avoid  through 
the  violent  itching )  it  would  break  out  in  fmall  puf- 
tules,  and  difcharge  a  thin  glutinous  matter ;  Jhe 
had  like  wife,  at  the  fame  time,  branny -like  fcales 
upon  one  arm,  and  both  knees,  and  very  often 
aching  pains  in  her  legs ,  thighs,  and  arms,  efpe- 
cially  at  night  when  warm  in  bed ;  Jhe  was  feven 
weeks  under  his  care  at  Wells,  in  which  time  Jhe 
was  ( with  taking  medicines )  made  much  better, 
but  it  was  near  twelvemonths  before  the  dij order 
was  feemingly  conquered :  Ever  fince  Jhe  breaks 
out  as  before ,  at  fpring  and  fall,  but  not  to  that 
height,  till  about  two  months  fince,  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  all  over  her  body  like  the  itch  ;  Jhe  was 
blooded,  took  phyflc,  and  annointed,  which  almofl 
carried  off  the  eruptions  about  her  body,  but  fettled 
it  in  her  leg,  and  now  Jhe  was  in  the  fame  manner 
as  when  Jhe  firfl  applied  to  Mr.  Lucas,  only  that 
her  thighs  are  not  fo  much  inflamed  as  they  were 
then,  but  in  every  other  particidar  much  the  fame . 
She  was  married  before  Jhe  applied  to  Mr.  Lucas, 

and 
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and  her  hujband  is  Jince  dead ,  but  never  had  the 
appearance  of  any  fuch  diforder  about  him  ;  her 
child  is  five  or  fix  years  old ,  and  never  had  any 
fymptom  of  it  till  his  mother  s  late  illnefs9  when  it 
came  out  in  the  fame  fort  of  itching  eruptions . 
It  is  obferved ,  that  the  woman  and  her  parents  al¬ 
ways  had  the  character  of  virtuous  people . 

Willi  am  Brice,  Surgeon. 

The  mother  and  child  were  both  admitted, 
and  both  were  difcharged  May  28,  1774?  cured \ 
Patients  265  days. 

NOTE. 

HPHIS  is  a  hiftory  of  a  violent  fcorbutic  hu¬ 
mour,  which  is  not  unworthy  attention. 
It  mult  be  obferved  that  the  hufband,  who  lay 
in  the  fame  bed  with  his  wife  was  not  infedted ; 
as  likewife  that  the  child  {hewed  no  figns  of 
having  fuch  a  diforder  in  its  conftitution,  till  it 
arrived  at  the  fifth  or  fixth,  I  fhould  rather 
think,  the  feventh  year  of  its  age  ;  at  which  pe¬ 
riod  all  the  fluids  undergo  a  new  fermentation, 
and  the  circulation  becomes  ftrong  enough  to 
feparate  fuch  humours  from  the  blood,  and  to 
expel  them  through  the  fk in . 


Case 
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Case  VIII. 


Gentlemen, 

H  enry  Robjohn,  a  pauper,  of  the  parijh  of  St. 
Kerriafe ,  in  the  city  of  Exon ,  about  eight  years  of 
age ,  now  fays ,  that  about  ten  or  twelve  months 
fnce,  he  unhappily  met  with  a  fall  in  carrying  a 
burden ,  by  which  means  he  received  a  fight  wound 
in  each  elbow ,  which  healed  without  any  great  ap¬ 
plication  ;  but  on  its  healing  he  perceived  a  white 
f cabby  cicatrix  on  the  wound,  and  fome  pimples 
arifng  near  the  wound  appeared  crufled  in  the  fame 
manner ;  in  a  fmall  time  it  fpread  to  the  breadth 
of  half  a- crown,  and foon  after  his  legs  were  af¬ 
flicted  in  the  fame  manner .  He  applied  to  Mr. 
Gann ,  an  apothecary,  who  gave  him  two  or  three 
purging  draughts  ;  but  the  phyfic  having  no  effedi, 
the  lad  deffed from  taking  any  more,  and  applied 
to  me  Edward  Milles  for  my  opinion:  I  told 
him  I  thought  the  befi  way  would  be  to  go  to  Bath , 
and  I  humbly  conceive  it  to  be  a  proper  cafe.  He 
further  fays ,  that  till  he  met  with  the  above  ac¬ 
cident,  he  never  had  the  leaf  blemijh  on  his  Jkin  in 
■  Ids  Ife  ;  and  his  mother  likewife  fays,  that  neither 

fie 


[  *7  ] 

Jhe  nor  his  father  ever  had  any  thing  of  the  kind 
in  their  lives . 

Your  moft  humble  fervants, 

Edward  Milles,  Surgeon* 

.  Henry  Ferrol,  Warden* 
Thomas  Elliott,  Collector* 

Difcharged  Sept.  30,  1745,  cured, 

A  patient  137  days. 

NOTE. 

JT  may  appear  ftrange,  that  a  flight  wound  in 
each  elbow  fhould  draw  a  fcorbutic  humour 
to  the  parts  fo  fharp,  that  it  corroded  the  cuti- 
cula,  and  formed  crufts  not  unlike  what  are  feen 
in  the  mild  kind  of  Lepra,  often  owing  to  the 
perfons  drinking  cold  (harp  liquors  when  they 
are  very  hot.  But  it  is  more  ftrange  that  the 
breaking  the  Ikin  of  the  elbows  fhould  likewife 
be  the  occafion  of  fuch  eruptions  on  the  legs ; 
for  till  that  breaking  of  the  fkin  by  the  fall,  the 
boy  never  had  any  fcorbutic  fymptoms  that  we 
know  of.  But  fuch  faline  corrofive  particles 
will  float  about,  mixed  with,  and  difperfed  in 
the  mafs  of  the  fluids  a  long  time  without  ma- 
nifefting  their  exiftence,  and  will  be  carried  out 

of 
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of  the  body  by  urine  orfweat;  yet  when  the 
circulation  through  capilary  lymphatics  is  flop¬ 
ped  by  a  wound  or  contulion,  they  will  then  be 
heaped  together  in  greater  quantities  ;  will  by 
attraction  form  large  moleculae,  which  will  have 
more  powerful  corrolive  qualities,  by  which 
they  will  be  able  to  eat  away  the  adjacent  parts, 
to  excite  intolerable  itchings,  and  to  cover  the 
fkin  with  foul  fcabs,  according  to  their  own 
fpecific  natures. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  leg  was  likewife 
bruifed  by  the  fall,  though  the  greater  pain  of 
the  elbows,  as  a  more  tender  part,  made  the  boy 
not  to  take  notice  of  it. 


Case  IX. 


Crewhern,  Somerfetfhire,  March  25,  1745. 

There's  a  poor  girl  about  eighteen  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood,  that  laboured  under  a  Jlorbutic  itch ,  or  ra¬ 
ther  a  leprofy  the  great ejl  part  of  her  body  and 
limbs  are  covered  with  large  fcabs ,  which  J'cale  of' 
in  white  fakes.  She  had fame  appearance  of  this 

humour  when  fie  was  about  ten ,  which  has  in - 
creajed  ever  f nee  :  About  two  years  fnce  fie  was 

brought 
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brought  to  me ,  and  then  never  had  her  menfes  ;  1 
then  gave  her  a  courfe  of  mercurials  about  three 
months ,  and  ufed  externally  mercurial  ointments , 
which  cured  her>  brought  her  menfes ,  and  fie  was 
now  quite  fnooth  ;  continued  Jo  for  a  few  months  • 
but  her  menfes  did  not  return  ;  the  humours  re¬ 
turned  again ,  and  fie  was  as  bad  as  ever .  About 
twelve  months  fnce  I  cured  her  as  before ,  and  her 
menfes  returned ;  but  fie  dtd  not  continue  well 
long ,  neither  did  her  menfes  return  till  very  lately: 
fie  is  now  ahnoft  as  bad  as  ever .  Her  Jriends  are 
very  poor  people ,  and  Jhe  works  for  her  bread :  1 
believe  your  Bath  will  regulate  her  menfes ,  and 
eftablifi  her  cure  :  She  s  a  very  lufy  ftrong  maid, \ 

Your  mo  ft  humble  fervant, 

John  Bishop* 

Difcharged  cured  May  19,  1746* 

A  patient  370  days. 

NOTE* 

*  •  •  -  * 

^^HEN  the  menftrual  evacuation  does  not 
appear  at  all,  or  is  very  irregular  in  quan¬ 
tity,  quality,  or  period,  and  eruptions  fhow 
therafelves  on  the  fkin,  we  reafonably  conclude, 
the  deficiencies  of  the  one  to  be  the  caufe  of 
the  appearance  of  the  other ;  few  cafes  demon- 

G  ftratc 
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ftrate  the  truth  of  fuch  an  hypothecs  fo  plainly 
as  this  does. 


*  Case  X. 

Gentlemen, 

Sarah  Collins,  aged  twenty-eighty  ofthepa- 
rijh  of  Hammerfmithy  about  fieven  years  ago  got  a 
furfeit  by  drinking  cold  water  when  Pie  was  very 
hot .  Phis  furfeit  Jhewed  itfelf  in  an  eruption  all 
over  her  breaft,  which  was  removed  by  a  falivation 
in  St.  George  s  hofpital ,  fince  which  operation  f/ie 
has  never  feen  her  menfies.  Upon  returning  to  her 
work  the  humour  Jhewed  itfelf  violently ,  and  con¬ 
tinues fo  to  do ,  for  the  cure  of  which  fie  has  been 
advifed  by  many  eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons  to 
try  the  Bath  waters  ;  and  fie  having  not  where¬ 
withal  to  fubfifi  herfelf  at  Bath ,  during  the  thne 
neceffary  for  obtaining  a  cure,  fie  begs  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  your  hojpitaly  for  which  Jhe  is  judged  a 
proper  object,  by. 

Gentlemen,  See. 

William  Oliver. 

Difcharged  cured. 

A  patient  254  days. 


NOT  E. 
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NOTE. 

may  learn  from  this  cafe,  that  though  a 
falivation  will  clear  the  Ikin  from  fuch 
eruptions  for  a  time,  yet  that  it  doth  not  al¬ 
ways  free  the  conftitution  from  the  feeds  of  the 
difeafe,  which,  when  the  veffels  begin  to  fill  a- 
gain,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  to  return, 
will  bud  out  afrefh*  It  is  fcarcely  therefore 
worth  while  to  put  a  patient  to  the  inconve¬ 
nience  of  fo  troublefome  a  difcipline,  for  fo  un¬ 
certain  and  temporary  an  advantage ;  efpecially 
as  mercurials  internally  given,  by  way  of  alte¬ 
rative,  will  often  produce  more  lafting  effedts. 
For  this  patient  was  cured,  together  with  drinks 
ing  the  waters  and  bathing,  by  taking  pills  night 
and  morning,  which  were  compofed  of  the 
Pulvis  Plummeri  and  PH.  Rufi. 

*  Case  XL 

Hannah  Pew,  of  S arum ,  aged  twenty feven , 
from  her  youth  uncommonly  fat  and  corpulent ,  thd 
very  adlive  and  very  healthy ,  always  accujlomed  to 
hard  labour  and  much  exercife .  Her  monthly  pe*° 
rims  made  their  firfi  appearance  when  fhe  was  a«* 

C  2  bout 


bout  /event  een years  old ',  and  continued  regular  in 
every  Jhape  till  about  a  twelvemonth  paji :  She  then 
took  cold ,  and  from  that  time  her  men/es  have  only 
made  a  faint,  tho  regular  appearance .  From  tins 
diminution  of  her  monthly  periods ,  a  violent  impe¬ 
tigo  broke  out  upon  her .  It  firjl  began  upon  her 
arms  and  legs ,  but  has  now  totally  overjpread  the 
whole  body,  except  the  pit  of  her  Jiomach.  Fhefe 
eruptions  form  them/elves  into  dry  farfuraceous 
fcales  Joon  after  their  appearance,  and  fhe  can 
fcarce  walk  acrofs  the  room  without  leaving  jome 
of thofe  exuviae  behind  her.  If  his  is  her  principal 
complaint,  and  all  inferior  ones  are  corfequences 
thereof.  She  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  medicine 
from  various  [urge on s  and  apothecaries,  which  I 
famy,  by  her  d  f crip t ion,  were  of  the  mercurial 
and  drajlic  kind,  as  Jhe  has  been  kept  purging  from 
one  dofe  for  /even  or  eight  days  together . 

William  Hancock. 

Difcharged  cured. 

A  patient  62  days. 

T 

NOTE. 

'THIS  patient  was  admitted  June  22,  was 
bled  the  next  day,  and  the  day  following 
took  a  gentle  purge.  The  25th  Ihe  began 

drinking 
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drinking  the  waters,  and  the  following  altera¬ 
tive  bolus  was  prefcribed  for  her : 

r  Mercur.  calcindt.  Granum.  G.  Guaiac* 
terent.  fimul  &  adde  Theriac.  gr.  s.  ut.  ft, 
Bol.  omni  nodte  fumend. 

She  took  this  medicine  only  twice  or  thrice, 
and  though  it  moved  the  belly,  fo  as  to  produce 
three  or  four  ftools  every  twenty-four  hours, 
yet  by  the  29th  of  June  it  had  greatly  ulcerated 
the  mouth,  and  had  brought  on  a  very  copious 
fpitting.  The  falivation  was  not  encouraged  by 
any  thing  given  to  continue  it,  as  repeated  ob- 
fervation  had  fhewn  the  uncertainty  of  this 
meafure.  It  was  however  left  to  take  its  own 
courfe,  and  it  continued  for  a  week.  On  its 
decline,  the  patient's  bowels  were  much  difor- 
dered  with  fevere  griping  pains,  which  gave 
reafon  to  apprehend  a  dangerous  diarrhsea  might 
fucceed,  as  her  ftools  were  liquid  and  very  fharp. 
But  thefe  fymptoms  were  removed  by  the  ufe 
of  opiates,  and  proper  aftringents,  with  the  De- 
codtum  Album  for  common  drink, 

July  13.  All  appearances  of  the  Ptyalifm, 
which  had  produced  little  or  no  change  in  her 
difeafe,  being  over,  and  her  bowels  in  a  proper 

ftate. 
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ftate,  fhe  was  ordered  to  drink  the  waters,  and 
to  bathe.  In  her  morning  and  evening  glafs  of 
the  waters,  fhe  took  twenty  or  thirty  drops  of 
the  Tindtara  Vitri  Antimonii. 


On  the  2 1  ft  of  Auguft  fhe  was  difcharged  the 
houfe,  perfectly  ciednfed  of  her  leprofy. 


*  Case  XII. 

Mary  Tomkins,  ( ALtat .  22)  at  jive  years  of 
age  had  a  furfeit ,  which  every  year  grew  worfe . 
At  twelve  years  of  age  it  appeared  a  confirmed 
leprofy  y  and Jpread  over  all  her  body ,  heady  face , 
handsy  and  feet  not  excepted .  She  has  taken  all 
kinds  of  Medicines.  About  feven  years  fince  fhe 
was  fent  to  London  to  St.  Bartholomew)  s  hofpitaly 
where  fie  was  nine  months.  T hey  tried  variety 
of  medicines ,  a?id  even  fahvation.  She  was  turned 
out  incurable.  No  one  perfon  chufes  to  take  her 
into  their  houfe. 

1 

William  Hicks,  Apothecary. 

Bicefter,  Oft.  30,  1763. 


Difcharged  cured. 
A  patient  220  days. 


N  O  T  E. 
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NOTE. 

J  Never  faw  To  bad  a  leprous  cafe.  The  girFs 
fkin  was  almoft  univerfally  covered  with 
large,  thick,  hard,  dry  fcabs,  of  a  dark  brown 
colour  5  except  that  on  her  face,  thefe  brown 
fcabs  were  fpecked  with  white  fhining  filver 
fcales,  which  gave  her  countenance  a  very  (hock¬ 
ing  appearance.  The  clefts  between  the  fcabs 
were  wide  and  deep,  fo  that  her  fkin  refembled 
the  bark  of  a  tree.  And  her  difeafe,  indeed, 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  fpecies  of  that  kind  of 
leprofy,  which,  from  the  efFedts  it  produces  in 
the  fkin,  has  obtained  the  name  of  the  Elephan - 
tiajis .  She  was  of  a  plethoric  conftitution  : 
Except  her  leprofy,  fhe  was  in  a  ftate  of  per- 
fed  health. 

*  ■*  .  ^  t. ,  .  w. 

She  was  admitted  into  the  hofpital  the  31ft 
of  December  1763.  As  fhe  was  of  a  full  ha,bit 
of  body,  evacuations  by  bleeding,  and  purging 
were  requifite  to  prepare  her  for  fhe  waters. 
When  thefe  were  undergone,  fhe  began  to  drink 
the  waters,  and  to  bathe  twice  a  week. 

The  fkin  having  been  well  wafhed,  and  the 
leprous  fcabs  rendered  fome what  foft  and  fupple 
by  thefe  bathings,  I  ordered,  on  the  20th  of  Ja-» 

“  nuary. 
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nuary,  that  fhe  fhould  be  annointed  all  over  her 
body,  with  an  ointment  made  of  the  Ungh  e 
Pice,  and  neat's  foot  oil,  night  and  morning ;  and 
that  during  the  ufe  of  it  fhe  fhould  defift  from 
bathing, 

•  *<■?  ,  -  *  .  .  f  jl  -$•  ( ■  .  _  f  .  i.  .  .  .  t  .  *  S  •  , 

She  applied  this  ointment  from  the  20th  of 
January  to  the  10th  of  February,  when  fhe  was 
purged,  and  the  next  day  ordered  into  the 
bath. 

Her  ikin  by  this  means  was  rendered  much 
cleaner  from  leprofy,  than  it  had  been  for  many 
years  ;  even,  as  fhe  told  me,  than  by  the  faliva- 
tion,  which  had  been  continued  for  fix  weeks. 

On  the  13th  of  February  fhe  was  ordered  to 
go  on  with  bathing  thrice  a  week;  to  drink  a 
pint  of  the  water  daily,  and  to  take  an  alterative 
medicine,  which  confifted  of  a  folution  of  the 
Mercurius  corrofivus  fublimatus  and  the  Tine- 
tura  Vitri  Antimonii,  night  and  morning,  in  a 
decodtion  of  farfa  parilla. 

She  was  continued  in  this  plan  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  this  month,  and  for  the  whole  of  the 
next,  during  which  period  her  difeafe  fometimes 
abated,  fometimes  increafed. 


In 
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In  the  beginning  of  April  Ihe  was  put  again 
on  the  ufe  of  the  above-mentioned  ointment, 
and  was  ordered  to  delift  from  the  waters  and 
the  alterative  medicines. 

She  ufed  the  ointment  night  and  morning  for 
three  weeks ;  was  then  purged,  and  fent  into 
the  bath.  Her  fkin  now,  after  being  well 
wafhed,  appeared  in  great  meafure  freed  of  the 
leprofy.  She  then  returned  to  her  courfe  of  the 
waters  and  alterative  medicines ;  by  the  ufe  of 
which  the  remaining  fcabs  by  degrees  dropped 
off ;  the  dark  coloured  marks  they  left  on  the 
Ikin  gradually  difappeared;  and  the  left  the  hof- 
pital  perfectly  cleanfed  Aug.  8,  1764.  Since 
which  time  we  have  heard  nothing  of  her. 


*  Case  XIII. 

Thomas  Ricket,  (fiLtat.  16)  a  poor  boy,  has 
for  the  greatef  part  of  his  life ,  been  affdffied  with 
a  briny  humour  inclining  to  a  leprofy . 

Richard  Cork, 

Surgeon,  at  Slimbridge. 

Difcharged  cured. 

A  patient  57  days, 


D 


NOTE, 
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NOTE. 

his  admiffion,  his  body  was  covered  in 
moft  places  with  a  brown  fcab,  that  ouzed 
a  very  corrolive  ichor. 

He  could  not  tell  how  long  he  had  had  this 
complaint.  The  difeafe  appeared  to  be  a  fcor- 
butic  itch,  and  probably  had  exifled  from  his 
infancy. 

,  ;  ^  \ 

He  was  received  into  the  hofpital  June  12, 
1764. 

After  being  properly  purged  and  feveral  times 
bathed,  he  made  ufe  of  the  ointment  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  cafe,  from  the  30th  of  July 
to  the  17th  of  Auguft  :  On  which  day  he  was 
purged,  and  the  next  was  ordered  into  the 
bath. 

After  three  or  four  bathings  the  fcabs  dropt 
off.  But  towards  the  end  of  the  month  the  tu¬ 
mour  began  to  (hew  itfelf  again.  He  wras  there¬ 
fore  ordered  to  have  recourfe  to  the  ointment, 
which  was  ufed  for  a  week  f  when  he  was  again 
purged  and  bathed.  He  now  appeared  free 
from  eruption.  To  prevent  a  relapfe,  he  took 
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live  grains  of  Calomel  at  bed-time  for  three 
nights,  and  on  the  fourth  morning  a  purge.  On 
the  26th  he  left  the  hofpital,  perfectly  free  from 
every  the  leaft  fpot  or  mark  on  his  fkin. 


THESE  cafes,  ’tis  prefumed,  will  be  thought 
lufficient  proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  Bath  waters 
in  Difeafes  of  the  Skin  :  But  fhould  further  e- 
vidence  be  required,  the  regifters  of  the  hofpital 
will  afford  it.  By  them  we  find,  that  from  May 
1752,  to  May  1764,  a  period  of  13  years,  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  lepers  have  been  received 
into  the  houfe  :  Of  this  number  one  hundred 
and  twenty- two  were  perfectly  clean  fed ;  eighty- 
five  were  much  benefited  ;  twelve  received  no 
benefit ;  four  died ;  eleven  were  improper  to 
be  continued  ;  and  feven  were  difcharged  for 
irregularity. 

During  the  fame  period  the  hofpital  has  ad¬ 
mitted  fifty  patients  under  various  forts  of  fcor- 
butic  eruptions.  Of  thefe,  twenty-fix  were 
cured;  eighteen  were  much  relieved;  one  died; 
and  five  were  improper,  from  hedtical  fymp- 
toms,  to  make  ufe  of  the  waters. 

D  2 
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RHEUMATISM. 


Case  I. 

James  Cole,  of  the  parijh  of  Upton  St.  Leonards , 
in  the  county  of  Glocefter,  labourer ,  about  thirty - 
fx  years  of  age,  has  been  grievoufiy  affliSled  for 
thefe  five  weeks  lafi  pafi  with  rheumatic  pains  and 
tumours ,  together  with  great  weaknefs  of  both  legs 
and  thighs ,  which  ( though  in  all  other  refpeffis 
he  is  in  perfect  good  health )  renders  him  entirely 
incapable  of  labour,  and  obliges  him  to  be  depend¬ 
ent  on  his  parijh  for  his  own  and  his  family's  fup - 
port.  He  therefore  prays  to  be  admitted  into  the 
General  Hofpital  at  Bath ,  hoping  there  to  obtain 
that  relief,  which  has  in  vain  been  attempted  by 
other  means . 

The  truth  of  the  above  cafe  is  attefted  by 

♦ 

John  Ready,  Surgeon. 

plpuccfter,  June  12,  1757, 

NOTE. 


[  31  1 


NOTE. 

npeis  man,  about  twelve  weeks  before  his 
admifiion  into  the  hofpital,  which  was  in 
the  beginning  of  July  1757,  fat  down  on  amoift 
place,  being  then  heated  by  working.  The 
next  morning  he  felt  pains  about  the  Os  Coccy- 
gis,  and  upwards  through  the  back  bone  to  the 
fecond  vertebra  of  the  loins.  Thence  it  de¬ 
fended  along  the  mufcles  of  the  left  thigh  and 
leg,  and  foon  after  through  the  mufcles  of  the 
fame  parts  of  the  right  fide.  The  knees  fwelled 
with  a  fenfationof  a  dead  numbnefs.  He  was 
always  eafier  when  he  was  warm  in  bed. 

Three  days  after  his  feizure  he  was  bled,  but 
not  relieved.  He  was  purged  five  times,  and 
ufed  an  ointment  to  his  knees.  From  thefe 
means  he  found  little  or  no  advantage. 

After  a  gentle  purge,  he  began  to  bathe,  and 
to  drink  the  waters,  a  pint  and  a  half  a  day ;  he 
foon  found  his  pains  relieved,  and  by  continu¬ 
ing  in  this  courfe  without  any  medicine,  he 
grew  quite  well,  and  was  difcharged  cured  in 
the  beginning  of  November. 


Case 
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Case  II. 

Mary  Scriggins  has,  for  fix  or  feven  years 
pafi,  been  at  intervals  ajflibded  with  violent  pains 
m  her  limbs,  which  have  been  generally  deemed 
rheumatic,  but  within  thefe  twelvemonths  fie 

*  i 

has  been  rendered  mojlly  incapable  of  her  fer- 
vice,  and  now  wholly  fo.  Lafl  autumn  Jhs  went 
to  Bath,  and  was  under  the  care  of  ****  Hen- 
fhaw,  apothecary,  for  fame  weeks,  and  received 
great  advantage  by  the  life  of  the  waters ,  under 
his  prudent  directions  ;  fie  fays ,  he  called  her  dif- 
order  a  f cor  but  ic  rheumatifm.  However,  in  this 

time  fie  fpent  the  little  money  fe  had  faved  in 
fervice,fo  far  as  to  difable  her  from  going  to  Bath 
again  at  her  own  expence  ;  and  as  fie  finds  her  difi 
order  coming  on  apace,  fie  is  very  defir  ous,  if  it 
may  be  thought  well  of,  to  be  admitted  into  the 
hofpital.  ,  She  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  a 
pretty  good  confutation  naturally ,  and  has  few  or 
no  complaints  to  make,  except  thefe  great  pains 
and  wenknefs  in  her  limbs,  efpecially  her  arms 
and  hands. 

If  fie  fiall  be  deemed  a  proper  patient  to  be  admit¬ 
ted,  pie  fie  to  fend  a  line  dire  bled  to  Sarah  Prank - 

ard 9 
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ard,  oppojite  the  Drawbridge ,  on  St.  Aujiins 
Back ,  Bnjlol. 

NOTE. 

r  J^HIS  perfon  was  about  forty  years  of  age  : 

She  had  been  regular  as  to  her  menfes,  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  courfe  of  her  illnefs,  and  con¬ 
tinued  fo  while  fhe  was  in  the  hofpitaL 

Her  firft  complaint  was  a  pain  in  her  hip 
joint,  from  whence  it  was  removed  by  the  ufe 
of  opodeldoc,  with  which  the  part  was  fre¬ 
quently  embrocated.  The  pains  then  flew  a- 
bout  her,  and  attacked  feveral  other  joints.  At 
that  time  the  ftrange  infatuation  about  Glajlon - 
'bury  water  overfpreaa  the  neighbourhood,  and 
fhe  went  thither  among  the  crouds  of  deluded 
people.  She  ftaid  there  feven  weeks,  drank 
half  a  pint  of  the  water  a  day,  and  bathed 
eleven  times;  when  fhe  had  finifhed  this  courfe, 
her  pains  were  greatly  encreafed,  and  her  joints 
fo  much  fwollen,  that  her  limbs  had  almoft  loft 
all  motion  :  Laft  autumn  fhe  came  to  Bath, 
drank  thefe  waters,  bathed,  and  found  much 
benefit,  as  her  cafe  declares.  She  came  again, 
and  was  admitted  into  the  hofpital  July  3d, 
1758. 


When 
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When  I  firft  faw  her  ffie  complained  of  great 
pains  in  all  her  joints,  which  were  ftiff,  and 
could  not  be  moved  without  much  difficulty, 
efpecially  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck.  Her 
ankles  were  much  fwollen,  and  pained  her  fo 
much  if  ffie  endeavoured  to  ftand,  that  the  im¬ 
mediately  fell  down,  if  not  fupported. 

She  was  of  a  good  habit  of  body  ;  the  vifcera 
were  found,  and  performed  their  duty  regularly. 

Upon  her  admiffion,  we  took  nine  ounces  of 
blood  from  her  arm  ;  the  next  day  purged  her 
gently;  then  fhe  began  to  drink  three  half  pints 
of  the  Bath  water  a  day,  and  bathed  twice  a 
week.  By  this  courfe  her  pains  gradually  a- 
bated  ;  the  gummy  fwellings  at  her  joints  were 
difperfed  ;  ffie  could  turn  her  head  and  neck 
without  any  uneafinefs,  and  her  ancles  grew  fo 
flrong  that  ffie  could  walk  almoft  as  well  as  ever. 

In  this  ftate  ffie  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital,  cured,  December  27,  1758. 


Case  III. 

Gentlemen, 

'Phis  is  to  certify ,  that  the  bearer  hereof ,  George 
Pope,  of  the  parijh  of  Pot  tern,  in  the  county  of 

Wilts, 
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Wilts ,  is,  in  my  opinion ,  an  object  of  the  Bath  hof 
pital ,  having  been  troubled  with  rheumatic  pains 
for  Jome  years  pa/l ,  for  which  re  a  fan  he  was  dif* 
charged  from  his  Majefys  fervice . 

As  witnefsy 

John  Clare. 

NOTE. 

rj^,HIS  man  is  about  forty-five  years  of  age* 
well-made,  mulcular,  and  of  a  fanguine 
conftitution.  He  ferved  as  a  foldier  in  General 
Bland’s  regiment  all  the  laft  war  in  Flanders. 

He  fuppofes  that  his  difeafe  arofe  from  lying 
on  the  cold,  wet  ground.  About  ten  years  ago 
he  firft  felt  a  very  fharp  pain  in  his  left  knee, 
without  any  fwelling  of  the  part.  Three  months 
afterwards  the  right  knee  was  affedted  with  the 
fame  fort  of  pain,  which  did  not  relieve  the  left 
knee  at  all.  In  this  condition  he  returned  to 
England,  a  year  and  half  after  his  firft  attack  of 
pain.  Soon  after  he  began  to  feel  flying  pains 
all  over  his  body  >  his  joints,  vertebrae,  and 
fternum,  upon  motion,  or  preflure  might  be 
heard,  or  felt  to  crackle,  as  is  ufual  in  Scorbutic 
habits.  His  pains  were  always  greateft  in  hot 
weather.  He  was  fent  to  Guy’s  hofpital  a  year 

R  and 
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and  half  ago.  He  ftaid  there  twenty  weeks, 
and  was  difcharged  incurable.  He  then  returned 
to  his  regiment,  of  which  he  was  a  corporal. 
July  1 6,  he  was  difcharged  as  unfit  for  fervice, 
having  loft  many  motions  of  his  right  arm,  and 
being  not  able  to  walk  without  great  pain  and 
difficulty. 

i  '  » 

Nov.  3,  1758,  he  was  admitted  into  our 
hofpital. 

I  examined  him  Feb.  5,  and  found  his  pains 
were  much  eafed  ;  the  joint  of  his  right  fhoul- 
der  crackled  under  preflure,  but  no  other  part* 
he  had  quite  recovered  the  uie  of  his  arm,  he 
could  walk  ftoutly,  and  without  pain. 

He  was  difcharged  Jit  for  his  majefty's  fer- 
vice. 

% 

Note ,  In  cafes  where  the  joints  crackle,  from 
drynefs,  our  furgeons  advife,  that  the  parts 
fhould  be  well  embrocated  with  neat’s-foot  oil, 
efpecially  after  bathing,  when  the  pores  being 
cleanfed  and  opened,  the  oil  will  enter  with 
more  readinefs,  and  penetrate  deeper  than  it 
will  do  at  any  other  time.  ' 


Case 


[  37  ] 

# 

Case  IV. 

William  Stephens,  about  four  years  ago$ 
after  a  hard  day  s  labour  at  his  trade  ( being  a 
blackfmith  J  was  fized  with  a  violent  pain  in  his 
neck  and  fioulders,  which  extended  alfo  to  all  his 
limbs ,  and  confined  him  wholly  to  his  bed  for  eight 
months.  Two  months  after ,  he  was  fent  to  this 
place ,  where ,  by  bathing  and  drinking  the  waters 
ten  weeks ,  he  recovered  his  health  and  fir ength  fo 
as  to  work  at  his  trade  for  near  two  years  after  ; 
and  then ,  by  taking  great  cold ,  was  feized  in  his 
loins ,  with  weaknefs  in  his  knees ,  fo  as  to  hinder 
him  from  walking  acrofs  his  chamber  ;  then  he 
came  hither  again ,  and  in  feventeen  weeks  reco¬ 
vered  his  ftr ength  a  fecond  time ;  fo  that  he  has  not 
been  able  to  get  his  b^ead  by  his  labour  till  within 
thefe  fix  months  pafl.  And  now ,  the  third  time  of 
his  coming ,  he  has  been  here  ten  weeks ,  and  in  a 
fair  way  of  recovery ,  and  begs  to  be  admitted  into 
the  General  Hofpital,  having  been  hitherto  at 
Billed  s  Hof  pit  ad  where  he  finds  fufienance  fall 
Jhort :  He  is  provided  with  a  certificate  from 
Portfmouthy  and  a  depofit  of  the  three  pounds . 

S.  Bush. 

Difcharged  March  27,  1754,  much  better . 

A  patient  188  days. 

E  2 


NOTE 
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NOTE. 

Think  this  is  a  remarkable  inflance  of  the 
power  of  Bath  Waters,  in  removing  the 
pains  which  were  fo  often  brought  on  by  ta¬ 
king  cold  upon  having  been  violently  heated, 
even  after  fo  many  relap fes. 


Case  V. 

Thomas  Ody,  of  Wrought  on,  the  bearer  hereof, 
has  for  twenty  years  pafi  been  affliBed  with  rheu¬ 
matic  pains  in  his  limbs ,  occafoned  at  fi  ft  by  an 
itch  ill  treated and  is  thereby  rendered  incapable 
of  labour ;  and  having  twice  tried  the  Bath , 
whereby  he  received  benefit ;  but  by  extraordinary 
expences  not  being  able  to  continue  its  ufe  for  a 
fujficient  time ,  is  recommended  as  a  real  objedl  of 
charity . 

Your  molt  humble  fervants, 

Geo.  Mqdd,  furgeon,  &c. 

Difcharged  May  14,  1746,  better . 

A  patient  69  days. 


NOTE. 

THIS  cafe  ought  to  make  us  careful  by  what 
means  we  fuffer  an  itch  to  be  cured. 

'  It 
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It  will  likewife  put  the  phyfician  upon  en¬ 
quiring,  when  he  meets  with  anomalous  er¬ 
ratic  pains,  whether  his  patient  ever  had  the 
itch,  and  how  it  was  removed  from  the  fkin. 


Case  VI. 


Walter  Flea,  he  has  been  affliBed  with  a 
j welling  in  both  ancles  for  theft  three  years  paft3 
proceeding  from  cold  3  but  the  fwelling  has  been 
now  gone  off  for  about  half  a  year,  and  left  juch  a 
great  conttaBion  oj  the  Tarfus  and Metatarjis3  that 
he  cant  walk  but  with  the  greateft  difficulty  :  He  is 
likewife  troubled  with  rheumatic  complaints .  His 
age  is  about  forty . 

NOTE. 

^''jpHIS  man  was  an  officer  of  the  excife.  By 
Handing  in  a  cold,  damp  cellar,  to  watch  a 
foap-maker,  he  contracted  a  rheumatic  habit, 
being  afflicted  with  ffiarp  flying  pains  in  all  his 
limbs.  His  legs  lwelled  very  much,  and  his 
ankles,  and  feet  were  cedematous.  The  pains 
were  fevere  by  fits,  which  fometimes  lafted  for 
a  fortnight,  attended  with  a  fever  ;  then  the 

E  3  pains 
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pains  ceafcd,  leaving  the  limbs  very  weak,  ef- 
pecially  the  ankles.  He  is  juft  now  getting  out 
of  one  of  thofe  fits,  which  has  been  pretty  fe- 
vere.  He  is  now  free  from  all  feverifh  fymp- 
toms. 

After  proper  evacuations,  he  began  to  drink 
and  bathe  in  the  beginning  of  June  1757.  He 
was  very  coftive,  and  was  obliged  to  take  half 
a  drachm  of  the  Eled.  Cariocoftinum  every  o- 
ther  night.  In  order  to  unload  his  legs,  which 
ftill  fwelled,  efpecially  towards  night,  he  now 
and  then  took  a  jalap  purge. 

June  the  10th.  His  pains  are  much  eafier, 
and  his  legs  and  ankles  do  not  fwell  fo  much. 

July  14.  He  has  no  complaint  remaining 
but  the  weaknefs  of  his  ankles,  which  grow 
ftronger  by  pumping.  He  was  then  difcharged, 
very  well  recovered . 

This  man’s  aiforder  was  relieved  much  the 
fooner  by  the  warmth  of  the  feafon,  which  kept 
up  a  conftant  free  perfpiration  between  the 
bathings,  to  which  cold  weather  is  very  unfa¬ 
vourable.  When  this  great  evacuation  was 
checked  by  the  autumnal  winds,  his  pains  re¬ 
turned, 
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turned,  and,  upon  his  own  petition,  he  was  re¬ 
admitted  Nov.  18,  1758. 

May  it  pleafe  the  worthy  gentlemen ,  doctors,  and 
furgeonsy  to  the  General  Hofpital  in  Bath ,  the 
humble  petition  of  Walter  Flea ,  humbly  jhewethy 

‘That  whereas  Walter  Flea ,  of  Caine ,  in  the  county 
of  Wilts ,  was  fometime  fnce  a  patient  in  the  above 
named  houfey  and  was  turned  out  cured,  but  ha¬ 
ving  fnce  a  relapfe  of  my  difordery  humbly  implore 
the  worthy  gentlemen  for  a  r e -admit  tancey  which 
will  infinitely  obligey 

Tour  afflifiled  humble  fervanty 

Walter  Flea. 

His  fymptoms  were  much  the  fame  as  be* 
fore ;  but  he  did  not  receive  benefit  as  faft  as 
he  did  in  the  warmer  months.  The  waters 
feemed  now  to  want  fome  affiftance ;  and  as  he 
was  ftill  coftive,  he  was  ordered  an  opening 
eledtuary  with  Gum  Guaiacum.  By  degrees 
he  got  rid  of  all  his  complaints. 


Case 


Case  VII. 

Oxford,  Feb.  7,  1745. 

John  Beasey,  of  St.  Michael's ,  Oxford ,  has  for 
two  years  pafi  been  afif idled  with  painful f wettings 
in  his  legs .  After  taking  medicines  here  to  no 
furpofe,  he  was  recommended  to  the  Infirmary  at 
WeJtminJlcr ,  and  was  difcharged  from  thence 
Without  bt  ing  relieved,  fhe  phy/icians  and  Jur - 
geons  of  that  hofpital  ad  if  d  his  going  to  Bath ,  as 
being  the  mofi  likely  means  of  firming  him . 

John  Hume,  Apothecary. 

Sam.  Matthews,  ditto. 

Admitted  May  1,  1746. 

Difcharged  July  7,  1746,  cured. 

NOTE. 

npHis  is  much  to  the  credit  of  the  Bath  hof¬ 
pital,  where  the  patient  received  a  cure 
after  he  had  tried  all  means  at  Oxford,  and  in 
the  Weftminfter  infirmary  to  no  purpofe. 

Probably 
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Probably  nothing  but  a  gradual  folution  of 
the  vifcid  ftate  of  his  juices  by  warm  bathing 
could  have  effected  his  cure. 

*  THE  efficacy  of  Bath  Waters  in  Rheuma- 
tifms  is  fo  generally  known,  that  to  produce 
more  cafes  in  proof  of  it  would  be  unneceflary: 
But  it  is  not  unneceflary  to  obferve,  that  their 
power  is  chiefly  confined  to  that  fpecies  of 
Rheumatifm,  which  is  unattended  with  inflam¬ 
mation,  or  in  which  the  patient’s  pains  are  not 
increafed  by  the  warmth  of  his  bed . 


CACHEXY  and  SPINA  VENTOSA. 


CACHEXY. 

Case  I. 

\  Bradford,  March  23,  174.J. 

John  Huchins  has  for  near  fix  months  laboured 
tinder  an  ill  ftate  of  health ;  he  was  firft  feized 

with  an  ague,  which ,  for  want  of  due  care  and 

proper 


[  44  ] 

proper  helps ,  was  fucceeded  by  a  coughs  fwelled 
legs,  &c.  which  reduced  him  to  a  very  weak  Jlate ; 
and  he  being  deprived  of  the  proper  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  affiance,  begs  admifion  into  the  Bath 
Hojpital. 

William  Harris*  Apothecary. 

Difcharged  cured. 

A  patient  93  days. 


NOTE. 

npms  cafe  may  teach  us,  that  in  fome  fcor- 
butic  cachexies  the  waters  may  be  drank 
with  fafety  and  advantage,  though  the  legs 
fwell,  the  abdomen  is  puffed  up,  and  a  teazing 
cough  comes  on. 


Case  II. 

The  cafe  of  Olive  Hancock,  aged  37,  appears  to 
me  to  be  an  univerfal  Cachexy  of  the  whole  blood 
and  humours,  from  a  fudden  return  of  a  fcor- 
butic  humour,  occafoned  by  being  made  wet,  when 
very  hot ,  in  hard  walking,  and  from  that  time  has 

been 
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been  fubjebl  to  various  complaints ,  as  a  load  in  the 
flomach ,  a  pain  in  the  bowels ,  and Jometimes  in  the 
limbs ;  the  bowels  at  prfent  are  very  much  ob - 
Jl  rubied ,  and  have  been  for  thefe  twelve  months 
pajl ;  Jhe  has  feveral ulcers  in  her  legs ,  but  has  not 
had  them  more  than  two  months  ;  Jhe  has  taken 
purging ,  altering,  and  cordial  medicines ,  but  they 
have  taken  little  effebl ;  and  not  being  able  to 
fupport  herfelf  in  this  her  calamity ,  does  humbly 
afk  charitable  ajjiflance , 

John  Pitt, 

Surgeon  and  Apothecary  at  Cricklade,  Wilts, 
near  Alhton  Keins,  the  parifh  of  the  above 
mentioned  Olive  Hancock. 


NOTE. 

^HIS  woman  enjoyed  pretty  good  health 
till  about  ten  years  ago.  Then,  after  walk¬ 
ing  till  fhe  was  very  hot,  fhe  was  caught  in  a 
hard  fhower  of  rain,  on  Michaelmas  day,  it 
being  very  cold  and  windy.  Upon  her  return 
home  fhe  went  to  bed,  rofe  very  well  the  next 
morning,  and  continued  fo  for  a  fortnight ;  a 
pimple  then  appeared  near  the  ankle  as  big  as  a 
pea,  inflamed;  and  was  very  painful ;  foon  after 
the  legs  and  arms  were  overfpread  with  num- 

berlefs 
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berlefs  puftules,  which  were  not  fo  high  above 
the  fkin,  or  fo  inflamed,  or  painful,  as  the  firft 
pimple ;  but  fhe  felt  great  pains  in  her  legs  and 
arms,  at  the  bone.  Thefe  eruptions  were  co¬ 
vered  with  a  white  fcurf.  They  appeared  and 
dirappeared  frequently.  When  fhe  was  freeft 
from  them,  her  bowels  was  affedted  with  windy 
cholic  pains,  which  grew  eafy  again  upon  a 
frefh  appearance  of  the  fpots.  At  the  end  of 
five  years,  from  her  firft  taking  cold,  the  erup¬ 
tion  quite  difappeared,  probably  from  frequent 
purges,  and  other  medieines  which  fhe  ufed. 
She  then  began  to  feel  a  pain  at  the  pit  of  her 
ftomach,  which  by  degrees  affedted  her  whole 
breaft,  fhoulders,  and  neck,  but  was  fo  violent 
in  her  back  bone,  that  the  vertebrae,  between 
the  fhoulders,  began  to  ftart,  firft  one,  then  a 
fecond,  and  then  a  third.  From  the  compref- 
fion  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  fhe  began  to  feel  a 
numbnefs  at  the  pit  of  her  ftomach,  round  her 
fides,  down  her  thighs,  legs,  feet,  and  toes  ; 
fhe  foon  after  loft  the  power  of  motion,  and  the 
fenfe  of  feeling,  in  her  lower  limbs  ;  her  urine 
flowed  involuntarily,  the  fplindler  of  the  bladder 
becoming  paralyric;  whilft  fine  was  coftive  from 
the  defedt  of  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  in- 
teftines,  and  the  want  of  the  power  of  expel- 

ling 
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ling  the  feces.  Her  bowels  had  a  fenfation  of 
numbnefs,  yet  they  were  in  violent  pain.  She 
had  often  cold  feiverings,  burning  heats,  and 
clammy  fweats.  When  fee  came  into  the  hof- 
pital,  we  found  her  much  emaciated,  very 
weak,  a  quick  pulfe,  and  brown  tongue,  very 
dry  in  the  middle.  This  ftate  rendered  her  a 
very  improper  objedt ;  however,  as  thefe  fymp- 
toms  might  be  brought  on,  or  much  aggravated 
by  the  great  fatigue  of  her  journey,  in  a  jolting 
cart,  we  let  her  reft  a  few  days,  rather  with 
hopes  of  her  becoming  capable  of  returning 
home,  than  of  doing  her  any  fervice.  By  a 
cooling  temperate  regimen,  and  reft,  fhe  be¬ 
came  lefs  feverifh,  and  gathered  a  little  ftrength. 
Then,  at  her  moft  earned;  requeft,  as  the  laft 
thing  fhe  had  any  hopes  from,  after  having  af- 
fured  her  that  fhe  would  receive  more  harm  than 
good  from  bathing,  we  permitted  her  to  be 
carried  to  the  bath,  in  which  fhe  was  to  ftay 
but  a  few  minutes.  After  a  few  cautious  trials, 
flie  was  convinced  that  fee  grew  weaker,  and 
more  feverifh.  She  was  forbid  to  bath  any 
more.  We  endeavoured,  by  cooling  and  nou- 
rifhing  her  with  a  flender  diet,  to  render  her  ca¬ 
pable  of  bearing  the  journey,  and  then  dis¬ 
charged 
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charged  her,  as  an  improper  objeil  for  our  hos¬ 
pital,  Jan.  31,  1 759. 


Case  III. 

Elizabeth  Coleman,  of  Keovil ,  Wilts ,  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  by  great  tremblings  and  catch - 
z/zg\r  her  lower  limbs ,  from  September  lajl ,  grzz- 
dually  lofi  the  ufe  of  them .  She  does  not  apprehend 
it  proceeded  from  any  cold  taken  at  that  time ,  but 
rather  from  frequent  fur  prizes  and  ill  ufage .  *S/i£ 
has  her  menfes  very  regular ,  zz/zz/  feems  to  be  na¬ 
turally  of  a  very  good  confitution .  r<?- 

ceives  relief  from  the  par  if,  who  have  promifed  to 
lay  down  the  caution  money ,  zzW  procure  every 
thing  proper  for  her  admijjion  into  the  hofpitaly  of 
which  1  think  her  a  proper  objedl . 

Tours ,  ©V. 

John  Morris. 

4 

July  12,  1747,  dead, 

A  patient  427  days. 


NOTE. 
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NOTE. 

^JpHIS  poor  girl  was  bound  out  an  apprentice 
by  the  parifh.  Befides  the  pally  of  her 
lower  limbs,  which  the  cafe  fent  to  the  hof- 
pital  mentions,  Ihe  had  all  the  fymptoms  of 
cachexy  brought  on  by  bad  diet,  unkind  ufage, 
.and  anxiety  of  mind.  Our  bell  endeavours 
could  afford  her,  though  long  kept  in  the  houfe, 
no  benefit ;  which  induces  me  to  infert  this 
cafe,  to  fhew  the  dreadful  confequences  which 
are  likely  to  follow,  from  the  barbarous  treat¬ 
ment  fuch  poor  creatures  often  meet  with  from 
their  inhuman  mailers  and  millreffes ;  to  which 
their  no  lefs  cruel  parilhes  oblige  them  to  fub- 
mit  for  many  years,  if  they  prove  llrong  enough 
to  bear  it.  If  the  miferable  being  dies  under 
the  tyranny,  the  mailer  is  hanged,  and  the  pa- 
rilh  rejoice  that  they  have  got  rid  of  two  nui- 
fances  at  once. 


Case  IV. 

May  19,  1746. 

Richard  Crocher,  of  the  parifh  of  Hoult  on ,  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet ,  got  the  itch  about  five 
months  ago ,  for  which  he  was  Jlruck  with  a 

mercurial 
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mercurial  ointment ,  from  which  time  he  has 
been  afflicted  with  a  'violent  pain  in  his  Jlomach , 
a  conjiant  ficknefs  after  eating *  a  dizzinffs  in  his 
head ',  with  vertigos ;  his  fight  almoft  quite  ob - 
[cured  by  clouds  flying  bfore  his  eyes  generally  of  a 
green  colour  ;  he  f  it  a  fenfe  of  creeping  infedls 
throughout  all  his  limbs ,  with  frequent  t  bobbings 
and fubfultuffes  ;  the  bottom  of  his  feet  burn,  prick , 
and  fhoot,fo  that  he  walks  with  difficulty ,  yet  th  y 
fweat  plentifully .  He  is  about  thirty-three  years 
of  age. 

W.  Oliver. 


Difcharged  Dec.  3,  1746*  much  better. 
A  patient  171  days. 


SPINA  VENTOSA. 


Case  V. 

Nov.  23,  1743. 

John  Stadholme,  aged  twenty -f even  years,  was 
fixed  with  a  white  f welling  in  the  year  1740, 
which  we  believe  came  by  cold  and  hard  labour  at 
his  trade  in  winter  time,  and  under  which  he  has 
miferably  laboured  ever  Jince ;  he  is  ?iow  rendered 
incapable  of  getting  his  bread  by  trade  or  other- 

wife. 
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wife ,  and  has  nothing  elfe  thereby  to  fupport  him : 
We  humbly  hope  the  governors  and  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  will  be  pleafed  to  admit  the  faid 
John  Stadholme ,  as  a  real  objedt . 

Thomas  Nicholson,  Curate. 

Difcharged  April  28,  1774,  incurable . 

A  patient  165  days. 

NOTE. 

A  True  Spina  Ventofa  feldom,  or  never,  re¬ 
ceives  benefit,  but  often  harm,  from  the 
ufe  of  Bath  waters.  I  fuppofe  we  were  in  hopes, 
that  as  the  cafe  was  drawn  by  the  curate  of  the 
parifh,  it  might  be  miftaken  ;  as  other  fwellings 
of  the  joints  often  pafs  for  fpinas,  when  they  are 
not  really  fo.  When  the  poor  man  came,  we 
were  not  willing  to  fend  him  back  without  a 
trial  of  what  could  be  done  for  him ;  but  the 
event  was  as  we  had  reafon  to  fear  it  would  be. 
Had  this  cafe  been  drawn  up  by  a  fkilful  phy~ 
fician,  or  furgeon,  the  fick  man  would  probably 
never  have  had  the  trouble  to  come  from  his 
own  home.  In  this  defcription  no  fymptoms  are 
mentioned,  which  is  a  great  defedl,  by  which  we 
could  not  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  cafe. 

ffp  When 
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When  we  difcharge  a  patient  incurable 
we  always  mean  no  more  than  incurable  by  the 
Bath  waters,  under  the  patient’s  prefent  cir- 
cumftances. 


fjp*  =<^>  e<^.'c  ■0djj$* 


SCIATICA, 


Case  I. 

Samuel  Frances,  of  the  parifh  of  Bat  combe, 
in  this  county ,  labourer ,  aged  between  50  and  60, 
has  been  for  three  months  pajl  afflidied  with  a 
Sciatica,  which  has  rendered  him  unable  to  work. 
I  examined  him  in  the  parifh  where  he  lives ,  and 
think  him  a  proper  objedl  for  this  charity .  I  am%. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Bath-,  Oft.  7,  1758.  John  Donne. 

NOTE. 

npHis  man  was  62  years  of  age,  of  a  healthy 

complexion,  and  good  habit  of  body. 

■  pe 

About  twelve  months  ago,  as  he  was  walkr¬ 
ing  011  the  ice,  his  feet  flipped,  and  his  back- 

tide 
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fide  came  to  the  ground.  He  felt  great  pain 
from  his  fall,  which  feemed  to  him  to  lye  deep 
towards  the  bone ;  the  external  parts  were  not 
difcoloured,  as  they  generally  are  frombruifes* 
He  was  very  lame,  and  got  to  his  houfe,  which 
was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant,  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty.  The  pain  by  degrees  defcended  to  his 
ankle,  without  attacking  the  knee  in  its  way. 
His  hip  grew  eafier,  as  the  pain  in  his  ankle  in- 
creafed;  a  month  after  the  knee  grew  very  pain¬ 
ful,  but  his  ankle  was  not  relieved.  '  No  1  wel¬ 
ling  appeared  on  either  of  the  parts  affected. 

When  he  was  admitted  into  the  hofpital, 
Nov.  24,  1758,  the  pains  were  very  ffiarp  in 
the  knee,  leg,  and  ankle ;  he  could  not  walk 
without  a  fupport,  and  then  with  much  pain 
and  difficulty.  He  found  immediate  relief  from 
bathing ;  his  pains  decreafed  every  time  he  went 
into  the  water,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  limb 
proportionably  increafed.  When  he  was  dis¬ 
charged,  Jan.  31,  17599  he  declared  that  he 
was  quite  free  from  pain,  that  he  had  been  fo 
above  a  fortnight,  and  could  then  walk  as  well 
as  ever  he  could  in  his  life. 
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HIP  CASE. 

Case  II. 

John  H  ughes,  of  the  par ifh  of  Hexham ,  in  the 
county  of  Hunbrigh,  was  about  June  laft  feized 
with  a  'violent  fain  in  his  right  hip ,  attended  with 
a  jlrong  fymptomatic  fever ,  and  an  atrophy  of  the 
whole  limbt  great  disproportion  of  the  joints,  from 
whence  there  is  reafon  to  fear  a  luxation ,  if  the 
objlruBion  of  the  joint  gland  is  not  removed ; 
which  the  warm  bath ,  with  drinking ,  feems  to  bid 
faireji  to  do  :  Joined  to  his  diforder  his  poverty 
renders  him  a  proper  object  for  the  General 
Hof  fit aL 

OBober  20,  1743.  J.  P.  ch. 

Difcharged  Nov.  24,  1743?  cured. 

A  patient  34  days. 

NOTE. 

rJpHIS  remarkable  cure  was  performed  in  34 
days.  He  was  bled  as  foon  as  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  ;  then  took  a  purge  of  pil-coch  min. 
with  calomel,  drank  the  waters  fparingly,  bathed 
twice  a  week,  then  three  times,  and  took  an 


opening 
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opening  electuary,  compofed  of  two  ounces  of 
lenitive  eledtuary,  one  ounce  of  sthiops  mine¬ 
ral,  half  an  ounce  of  lac  fulphuris,  and  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  folutive  fyrup  of  rofes.  This 
was  his  whole  procefs  under  my  care.  Such 
opening  electuaries  we  are  frequently  obliged  to 
give  during  the  ufe  of  the  waters,  which  prove 
binding  to  mod  people.  Though  perfons  of 
very  weak  bowels  will  fometimes  be  ftrongly 
purged  by  them,  efpecially  if  they  drink  them 
without  having  duly  prepared  the  prims  vis. 


*  Note,  I  have  often  obferved,  thofe  purgings 
which  are  brought  on  at  firft  drinking  the 
water,  prove  in  the  end,  if  properly  managed, 
very  beneficial  to  the  patient. 
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Case  III, 


William  Hopkins,  a  poor  Jheerman ,  of  2x 
years  of  age ,  and  of  the  parifh  of  Midfummer- 
Nortoriy  in  the  county  of  Somerfet ;  his  pain  he 
fays  lies  mofly  in  his  right  hip ,  but  that  it  moves 
fometimes  from  thence  to  his  knee ,  quite  down  to 
his  ankle  ;  he  finds  great  weaknefs  in  thofe  joints, 
but  perceives  no  fwelling  ;  he  informed  me  likewife 

F  3  that 
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that  in  cold  weather  his  pain  increafes ,  and  that 
he  imagines  his  diforder  was  occasioned  by  a  chill 
which  he  took  about  a  year  ago :  This  account  of 
his  cafe  I  had  from  his  own  mouth ,  and  hope  it  is 
fuch  as  may  entitle  him  to  admittance  into  the  hof- 
pitaly  and  the  benefits  he  may  there  receive . 

George  Fiddes, 

Curate  of  Midfummer-Norton. 

Difcharged  Sept,  io,  1745?  better. 

A  patient  120  days. 


NOTE. 


rJ^HIS  patient  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Oli¬ 
ver,  who  remarks,  that  his  diforder  was  a 
beginning  hip  cafe ;  and  that  fuch  complaints, 
when  recent,  and  in  young  fubjedts,  are  com¬ 
monly  relieved  in  our  hofpital. 


*  WE  frequently  have  patients  fent  to  us 
whofe  complaint,  in  the  defcription  given  of 
their  cafes,  is  faid  to  be  the  Sciatica,  or  Hip- 
gout.  But  as  the  fymptoms  of  their  difeafe  are 
not  confined  to  the  idea  which  this  term  con¬ 
veys,  I  (hall  here  enumerate  them. 


If 
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If  you  enquire  of  thefe  patients  where  their 
pain  is  fituated  ?  fome  will  point  to  the  groin  ; 
fome  to  the  great  trochanter  of  the  thigh  bone  ; 
and  others  to  thejundlion  of  the  os  innominatum 
with  the  os  facrum.  Temporary  pains  are  alfo 
often  fpoke  of  in  the  knee,  the  fhin,  and  ankle 
of  the  difeafed  limb.  Pain  in  the  acitabulum  of 
the  os  innominatum  is  frequently  never  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  many  of  thefe  patients  can  bear  to 
have  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  moved  round 
in  its  focket  without  the  leaft  uneafinefs.  The 
difeafed  limb  isfometimes  fhorter  than  the  found 
one  ;  but  it  is  much  more  frequently  confidera- 
bly  longer.  If  the  buttocks  be  examined,  that 
of  the  difeafed  fide  will  be  found  lower  than 
that  of  the  well  fide.  I  have  feen  ieveral  in- 
fiances,  where  the  obtufe  procefs  of  the  os  in¬ 
nominatum  has  been  an  inch  and  a  half  lower 
than  its  natural  fituation. 

This  diforder  is  fometimes  brought  on  by 
colds,  which  have  been  caught  by  fitting  on 
damp  ground.  Sometimes  it  is  the  confequence 
of  external  injuries,  as  falls,  leaping  down  from 
high  places,  &c.  And  very  often  no  affignable 
reafon  can  be  given  for  it. 

It  happens  indifferently  to  perfons  of  all  ages 
and  conftitutions.  I  could  never  difeover,  after 

the 
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the  rnoft  careful  enquiry,  that  thofe  of  fcrophu- 
lous  habits  were  more  liable  to  its  attacks  than 
others,  who  had  ever  been  free  from  glandular 
obftructions. 

Its  approaches  are  generally  made  by  flow 
and  almofl:  imperceptible  degrees.  A  kind  of 
wearinefs,  an  inaptitude  to  motion,  is  at  firft 
perceived  in  the  limb ;  which  in  children  has 
frequently  been  taken  for  fome  trick  they  had 
got  in  walking,  till  the  fubfequent  pains  have 
at  length  given  but  too  convincing  a  proof  to 
the  contrary. 

The  miferable  patient  often  long  languifhes 
under  this  cruel  difeafe.  His  pain  grows  more 
continual  and  more  violent.  Inflammation  a- 
rifes,  matter  is  formed,  a  hedtic  fucceeds,  and 
he  dies  tabid.  Or  if  the  abcefs  breaks,  or  is 
opened,  the  flux  of  matter  is  ufually  more  than 
his  ftrength  can  fupport,  and  he  finks  under  the 
difcharge. 

Dr.  Oliver  juftly  remarks,  that  when  the 
cafe  is  recent,  and  the  patient  young,  our  wa¬ 
ters  frequently  effedi  a  cure.  To  which  I  muft 
add,  that  when  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long 
ftanding,  they  feldom  do  much  fervice  ;  and  if 
the  parts  are  much  inflamed,  but  particularly  if 

'  matter 
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matter  is  formed,  the  ufe  of  them  is  highly  in¬ 
jurious. 

Our  ufual  method  of  treating  fuch  cafes  is  as 
follows  :  We  do  every  thing  we  can  to  prevent 
inflammation,  or  if  it  exifts  to  remove  it.  We 
depend  more  on  the  external  than  on  the  inter¬ 
nal  ufe  of  the  waters.  And  fuch  patients  are 
ufually  reftrained  from  drinking  them  till  the 
difeafe  begins  to  give  way ;  and  even  then  they 
are  prefcribed  in  fmall  quantity,  and  are  fome- 
times  foftened  with  milk,  or  cooled  with  fpirit 
of  nitre. 

We  frequently  purge  fuch  patients,  and  with 
advantage.  Some  of  them  require,  and  are  be¬ 
nefited  by  mercurial  phyfic.  Bleeding  is  not 
omitted ;  cupping  on  the  part  is  exceedingly 
ferviceable ;  and  emetics  are  often  very  ufeful. 
All  thefe  feveral  evacuations  are  repeated  during 
a  courfe  of  bathing,  as  circumftances  demand. 

When  the  patient  bears  bathing  well,  that  is, 
if  his  pain  is  not  increafed  by  it,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  if  it  abates  his  pain,  we  reafonably  en¬ 
tertain  hopes  of  his  recovery.  But  bathing, 
though  it  fliould  confiderably  leflen  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe,  yet  it  is  not  always  able  to 
perfect  its  cure.  In  this  cafe,  we  have  recourfe 

to 
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to  the  pump,  and  the  fuccefs  anfwers  our  willies. 
This  application,  however,  muft  be  made  with 
great  caution  and  fhould  immediately  he  de¬ 
bited  from  if  the  pain  is  increafed  by  it.  Under 
the  circum  fiances  of  the  patient’s  being  relieved, 
though  not  cured,  by  bathing,  and  yet  unable 
to  bear  the  pump,  I  have  known  him  receive 
the  greateft  advantages  from  emetics,  and  the 
application  of  lime  cataplafms,  fometimes  of 
blifters,  to  the  difeafed  parts. 

When  bathing  makes  fuih  patients  feveriih, 
andincreafes  their  pains,  no  benefit  is  to  be  ex- 
pefted  from  it ;  particularly  if,  alter  carefully 
repeated  trials,  thefe  ejf'edis  are  conftantly  ob- 
ferved.  And  if  they  are  fent  to  us  in  the  laid 
flakes  of  the  difeafe,  when  matter  is  formed  in 
the  part  (which  too  frequently  happens)  we  are 
obliged  to  return  them  to  their  homes  as  foon 
as  poffible. 

Upon  examining  our  regiflers  it  appears,  that 
from  May  1761  to  May  1773,  there  have  been 
admitted  into  the  hofpital  296  hip  cafes.  Of 
thefe,  192  have  been  perfectly  cured  or  greatly 
benefited  ;  2  received  no  benefit ;  2  died;  1  was 
difcharged  for  irregularity  ;  and  99  were  im¬ 
proper  to  be  continued. 


STOMACH 
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STOMACH  CASES. 


Case  I. 

Ann  Ashworth,  of  the  parijh  of  St .  Brides , 
London ,  is  about  twenty-five  years  of  age ,  /r  # 
fervant  at  prefent ,  but  from  her  illnefs  is 
incapable  of  doing  her  bujinefs  ;  her  dtforder  is  a 
violent  pain  at  her  fiomach ,  with  which  fhe  has 
been  afiUdted for  the  befi  part  of  five  years ,  being 
jeldom  free  from  it  above  three  or  jour  weeks  to¬ 
gether  y  fhe  has  taken  almofl  all  kind  of  medicines 
ufually  adminiflered  in  fuch  cafes ,  but  has  found 
only  a  temporary  relief  from  them .  We  hope  the 
Bath  waters  will  be  of  fervice  to  her ,  and  efleem - 
ing  her  a  proper  objeffi  of  charity ,  recommend  her 
to  your  hofpitah 

Daniel  Cox,  1VL  D. 

•'  «  _ 

Difcharged  Sept.  31,  1745,  cured. 

A  patient  98  days. 


Case 
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Case  if 


Ja  ne  Walker,  fpinfier ,  about  28  years  of  age , 
of  a  thin ,  cold  habit ,  has  been  for  a  long  time fub - 
jedl  to  a  violent  pain  in  her  fomach  y  attended  with 
frequent  irritations  to  vomit ,  fo  as  not  to  keep  any 
thing  in  her  fomach ;  fometimes  free  of  that  com¬ 
plaint  ,  but  then  violent  gripings  in  her  bowels 
without  coftivenefs ;  the  caufe  I  prefume  to  proceed 
from  a  weaknefs  of  the  digefive  faculty  :  All  the 
means  that  have  been  ufed  for  her  recovery  have 
proved  unfuccefsful ,  and  I  humbly  conceive  that 
the  Bath  waters  would  be  of  fervice  to  her . 

Joseph  Young. 

Difcharged  Oct.  ix,  1 744*  cured. 

A  patient  149  days. 


Case  III. 

Jane  Noyce,  houfemaid  to  Lord  Conway ,  has 
been  long  affliAed  with  a  diforder  in  her  fomach 
and  bowels ,  attended  with  pain  and  indigefiion , 
without  any  [curvy ,  and  may ,  in  my  opinion ,  be 
very  likely  to  receive  benefit  by  the  Bath  waters . 


E.  WlLMOT. 

Difcharged  Sept.  22,  1743?  cured. 

A  patient  131  days. 


NOT  E. 
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NOTE. 


THROUGH  difeafes  of  the  flomach  are  oftener 
relieved  by  the  Bath  waters  than  any  o- 
ther,  yet  we  have  fewer  cafes  of  that  kind  fenl 
to  the  hofpital,  than  of  thofe  who  labour  under 
the  infirmities  of  their  limbs.  Perhaps  the  poor 
are  lefs  liable  to  disorders  of  the  ftomach  than 
the  rich,  from  their  different  manner  of  living. 
Another  reafon  may  be,  that  fuch  diforders  do 
not  render  them  as  incapable  of  their  ufuai 
work,  as  the  lofs  of  their  limbs  does,  and  con- 
fequently  they  do  not  become  burthenfome  to 
their  parifhes,  to  prevent  which  is  one  great 
motive  to  their  being  at  the  expence  of  fending 
them  to  the  hofpital. 


At. 


*  Case  IV. 


Wm.  Collins,  of  Butleigh ,  has  for  fame  time 
laboured  under  a  dangerous  diforder ,  which  Bath 
waters  to  me  feem  likely  to  remove.  I  apprehend 
there  is  fome  obftruClion  in  the  pa f age  from  the 
ftomach  to  the  duodenum .  What fuggefts  this  con¬ 
jecture  is,  that  as  ftoon  as  he  has  taken  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  any  folid  food,  it  gives  him  moft  ex¬ 
cruciating  pains  in  his  ftomach  till  it  comes  up  a- 

(rain. 
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gain .  And  lately ,  if  he  eats  any  thing  more  fub- 
fiantial  than  broth ,  /2/j  Jiomach  immediately  fwel/s 
like  a  blown  bladder ,  //£;  breath  is  almojl  gone . 

S.  Hood. 

Difcharged  cured. 

A  patient  72  days. 

NOTE. 

patient  was  30  years  of  age.  About 
three  years  before  he  came  to  Bath  he 
caught  a  fevere  cold,  and  from  that  time  was 
more  or  lefs  troubled  with  indigeftion,  flatu¬ 
lency,  and  pain  in  his  ftomach.  By  degrees 
the  pain  of  his  ftomach  became  more  conftant, 
and  more  violent.  To  this  was  added  an  ex- 
ceffive  degree  of  coftivenefs.  No  folid  food 
ftaid  in  his  ftomach.  He  kept  down  broth 
better  than  any  other  fort  of  nourifhment,  but 
even  that  he  frequently  flung  up.  About  a 
quarter  of  a  year  before  his  admittance  into  our 
hofpital,  he  began  to  difcharge  a  clear  infipid 
rheum  from  his  mouth,  which  ran  off  to  the 
quantity  of  four  or  five  pints  every  twenty- 
four  hours. 

He  was  much  weakened  and  emaciated,  and 
feemed  falling  into  a  heftic. 


He 


/ 


[  65  ] 


He  was  prepared  for  the  waters  by  a  warm 
ftomach  purge.  He  began  to  drink  them  in 
fmall  quantities.  They  fat  eafy  on  his  fto¬ 
mach,  and  in  three  days  his  vomitings  were 
removed.  The  quantity  of  the  waters  were 
gradually  increafed,  till  he  drank  three  half 
pints  of  them  in  the  day.  He  grew  regular  as 
to  ftools,  and  the  difcharge  of  the  rheum  from 
his  mouth  gradually  decreafed.  He  left  the 
hofpital  perfectly  free  from  all  his  complaints. 


*  Case  V. 


Solomon  i5e  Mattos,  of  St.  BotolpKs ,  Ltm- 
don,  aged  54,  was  recommended  to  Bath  for  a 
ftomach  complaint .  His  cafe  was  ftmilar  to  the 
preceding  one,  and  was  of  near  three  years  ft  and- 
mg.  His  digeftion  was  greatly  impaired.  He  had 
continual  reachings,  in  which  he  frequently  dip- 
charged  large  quantities  of  a  thin,  tranfparent  hu¬ 
mour.  At  times  he  had  accejjions  of  a  hediic  fever. 


NOT  E, 

HPHIS  latter  fymptom  made  it  dubious,  whe¬ 
ther  lie  fhould  be  allowed  to  drink  the 
waters  :  But  on  the  fuppofifcion  that  his  fever 

might 
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might  originate  from  inanition,  he  was  allowed 
to  try  them  ^  and  in  feventy  days  they  com- 
pleated  his  cure. 

Bath  waters  are  ufually  forbid  when  fe- 
verifh  fymptoms  appear,  but  there  can  be  no 
general  rules  without  their  exceptions.  If  the 
feverifli  fymptoms  are  owing  to  an  inflam¬ 
matory  ftate  of  the  fluids,  or  from  matter, 
drinking  thefe  waters  would  certainly  deftroy 
the  patient :  But  when  nervous  debility  oc- 
cafions  fever,  they  may,  if  taken  with  due  cau¬ 
tion,  produce  very  happy  effects  ;  of  which  thefe 
two  cafes  are  fufflcient  proofs. 


*  Case  VI. 

Elizabeth  Vickers,  of  the  par  if i  of  Shenly  in 
Hertfordfhire ,  about  46  years  of  age ,  has  for  fe¬ 
deral  months  complained  of  great  pain  in  and  about 
the  Jlomach ,  which  pains  were  often  accompanied 
with  eructations  and  vomitings . 

It  feems  that  prior  to  thefe  complaints ,  fie  was fub- 
jecl  to  recurrent  pains  in  her  feet,  which  occafoned 
a  fufpicion  that  the  fymptoms  above-mentioned  were 
of  the  gouty  kind .  Agreeably  to  this  hypothefs , 
the  cafe  was  treated  with  warm  purges ,  cardiacs , 
and  fomachic  medicines :  But  after  a  long;  purfuit 

Of 


of  this  method ,  no  gouty  paroxyfm  appearing ,  and 
mdeed  little  or  no  benefit  arifing  to  the  patient 9 
excepting  thofe  fhort  temporary  reliefs  which  all 
warm  fpirituous  compofitions  occafioned  in  common , 
it  was  judged  proper  to  direct  faponacious  and  alo - 
ctic  medicines ,  which  were  afterwards  followed  by 
a  courfe  of  aromatic  bitters ,  and  chalybeates . 

This  latter  purfuit  feemed  to  avail  the  patient  con- 
fiderably  ;  but  never  thelefs  was  far  from  effecting 
a  cure  ;  for  the  pain,ficknefs ,  &c .  every  now  and 
then  returned \  although  not  fo  fever e  as  formerly 
either  as  to  degree  or  duration . 

****  Cotton,  M.  JD« 

Difcharged  cured* 

A  patient  95  days. 

NOT  E. 

^i^FTER  a  proper  preparation,  this  woman 
was  put  upon  a  courfe  of  the  waters.  She 
continued  drinking  them  for  near  a  month, 
without  their  producing  any  fenfible  alteration 
in  her  complaints.  About  this  time  fhe  com¬ 
plained  of  great  ficknefs,  attended  with  a  fen- 
fation  of  weight  and  load  at  her  ftomach.  An 
emetic  was  given  her,  and  fhe  brought  up  more 
than  a  pint  of  thick  black  bile.  After  this  dif~ 

Q  .charge. 
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charge,  fhe  fenfibly  found  the  waters  do  her 
good.  Her  appetite  mended,  her  digeflion  be¬ 
came  perfedfj  and  her  evacuations  regular. 


She  was  difcharged  relieved  of  all  her  com¬ 
plaints,  without  having  had  any  gouty  paroxyfm 
to  affift  in  their  removal. 

It  is  not  im ufual  for  perfons  to  refort  here, 
impreffed  with  the  idea  that  their  complaints 
are  produced  from  gout.  Some  who  are  afhidted 
with  wandering  pains  in  their  limbs,,  want  of 
appetite,  indigeftion,  and  lownefs  of  fpirits, 
will  call  their  complaints  a  flying  gout.  Others 
who  are  fuhjedt  to  fevere  pains  in  the  ftomach^ 


attended  with  violent  Teachings,  &c.  conceive 


their  difeafs  to  be  the  gout  in  the  ftomach  : 
When  the  complaints  of  the  former  proceed 
from  a  bilious  acrimony  in  the  habit  x  and  the 
complaints  of  the  latter  from  gall  ftones. 


I 


Dr.  OLIVER  obferves.  That  hot  mineral 
waters  may  not  improperly  be  faid  to  conlift 
of  foul  and  body.  The  foul  which  warms, 
enlivens,  and  keeps  all  their  component  parts 
in  a  due  motion  and  mixture,  is  fire,  that 
rnoft  adtive,  as  far  as  we  know,  of  all  material 
being’s.  As  foon  as  the  waters  are  expofed  to 

wj  *  i, 
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the  open  air,  this  aetherial  fubftance,  cloathed 
in  the  mod  volatile*  and  *fulphureous  ^par¬ 
ticles  of  the  compofition,  breaks  through  its 
watry  prifon,  and  wings  its  way  towards  its 
kindred  element.  When  this  fpiritus  redtor 
has  taken  its  flight,  the  remaining  mafs  be¬ 
comes  cold  and  lifelefs  ;  its  parts  feparate,  and 
form  moleculae,  which  by  degrees  become  too 
weighty  to  be  fufpended  in  the  vehicle,  and  ap¬ 
pear  precipitated  to  the  bottom  of  the  veflel  in 
which  they  are  contained.  The  fpiritus  redtor 
feems  to  adt  by  re-animating  weak,  cold,  flabby, 
animal  fibres,  and  reviving  cold,  vifcid,  vapid 
animal  fluids,  by  uniting  with  them,  and  ren¬ 
dering  them  again  warm,  fpirituous,  and  adtive. 
When  the  folid  contents  of  the  waters  are  no. 
longer  under  the  influence  of  the  fpiritus  rec¬ 
tor,  they  dill  retain,  during  fome  weeks  at 
lead,  qualities  not  unufeful  to  the  animal  oeco~ 
nomy,  though  far  inferior  to  thofe  virtues  which 
the  waters  pofiefs  when  drank,  as  quick  as  pod 
Able,  from  the  fpring  head.  The  folid  con¬ 
tents,  by  gently  irritating  the  mufcular  and 
nervous  flbrillse,  redore,  and  drengthen  the  pe- 
ridaltic  motion  of  the  bowels,  and  promote 
glandular  fecretions  ;  operations  of  the  greatefl. 

G  2 
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confequence,  either  to  the  prefervation  or  re- 
ftoration  of  health.* 

A  remarkable  hiftory  of  the  powers  of  Bath 
waters,  in  each  of  thefe  different  ftates,  will 
be  more  fatisfadtory  to  the  reader  than  any  hy¬ 
pothetical  reafonings  about  them  can  be. 

Mrs.  Griffith  was  a  lady  well  known ;  and 
by  her  great  good-nature,  and  continual  flow 
of  chearful  fpirits,  much  beloved  and  carefied 
by  all  who  knew  her.  About  thirty-five  years 
fince,  great  anxiety  of  mind  threw  her  into  a 
diarrhea ;  followed  by  an  entire  lofs  of  appetite, 
perpetual  naufea,  and  vomitings  up  of  every 
thing  fhe  attempted  to  get  into  her  ftomach. 
The  great  Dr.  Friend  was  her  phyfician ;  but 
the  difeafe  was  too  obftinate  even  for  his  fkiU 
to  conquer.  Tired  with  taking  medicines,  and 
finding  herfelf  grow  worfe,  fhe,  by  the  advice 
of  fome  friends,  afked  the  Dodtor  whether  the 
Bath  waters  might  not  be  ferviceable  in  her 

cafe. 

*  If  the  theory  contained  in  the  above  note  fi\ould 
not  be -  allowed ,  yet  the  practical  obfervatiom  it 
contains,  and  which  the  two  following  cafes  con¬ 
firm,  may  be  a  faff  dent  apology  for  its  infer  tion. 


[  71  ] 

cafe.  The  Dodor,  tired  as  much  as  his  pa¬ 
tient  by  fo  long  and  fruitlefs  an  attendance, 
readily  acquiefced  in  her  making  the  trial ;  but 
without  any  very  favourable  prognoftic  of  the 
fuccefs.  She  no  fooner  began  to  drink  the  wa¬ 
ters  than  fhe  felt  her  ftomach  and  bowels  mend¬ 
ed  by  them;  her  fymptoms  were  all  relieved; 
the  loofenefs  grew  very  moderate ;  fhe  took 
down  food,  and  digefted  it ;  and  after  drinking 
the  waters  about  five  or  fix  weeks,  fhe  returned 
to  London  in  fuch  health,  ftrength,  and  fpirits, 
that  her  friends  received  her  with  joy  and  fur- 
prize.  The  benefit  fhe  found  from  this  firft 
Bath  journey,  lafted  about  a  year  and  a  half ; 
when,  from  what  caufe  I  don’t  recoiled:,  her 
bowels  began  again  to  be  out  of  order,  and  all 
her  former  complaints  returned.  Whither 
fhould  fhe  fly  ?  but  to  the  waters  which  had 
done  her  fo  much  good,  when  in  the  fame 
circumftances.  I  was  then  in  London,  and 
came  down  with  her  in  her  own  coach  to  Bath. 
I  was  then  an  eye-witnefs  of  her  miferable  cir¬ 
cumftances  ;  the  diarrhea  was  violent;  the  vo¬ 
miting  as  conftant  as  fhe  ever  attempted  to 
fwallow  any  thing,  either  food  or  phyfic ;  ex¬ 
cept  a  fpoonful  now  and  then  of  brandy  burnt 
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©n  a  lump  of  fugar,  which  ftaid  in  her  ftomaeh, 
and  was  almoft  her  only  fupport*  As  foon  as 
we  reached  Bath,  fhe  made  all  poffible  hafte  to 
the  pump  ;  and  I  faw  her  drink  off  a  middling 
glafs  of  the  water,  with  an  eagernefs  and  joy 
which  we  may  form  the  jufteft  idea  of  from  the 
figures  in  Poufiin’s  charming  picture  of  Mofes 
linking  the  rock.  The  miracle  was  almoft  as 
great.  She  drank  another  glafs,  and  declared 
that  ftie  felt  herfelf  quite  well.  From  that  hour 
{he  took  do wn  food,  retained,  and  digefted  it  ; 
the  loofenefs  became  moderate,  and  her  fpirits 
rofe  a  degree  or  two  above  temperate.  Having 
drank  the  waters  the  ufual  time,  fhe  returned 
to  London  in  good  health,  and  remained  fo  for 
many  months ;  but  by  the  next  year  fhe  felt 
feme  admonitions  from  her  ftomach  and  bowels, 
to  put  her  in  mind  that  fhe  ought  to  have  re¬ 
coil  rie  to  her  great  remedy,  before  fhe  was 
driven  to  it  by  a  total  return  of  her  complaints. 
She  did  fo,  and  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  But 
her  conftitution  was  too  delicate,  and  her  frame 
too  much  flattered  by  illnefs,  to  be  capable  of 
being  reftored  to  ftrong,  or  lafting  health;  yet 
fey  the  help  of  Bath  waters  fhe  lived  a  moft 
comfortable  fprightly  valetudinarian  all  the  reft 

of 
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of  her  days.  Many  years  £he  divided  between 
th  is  place  and  London,  when  fhe  often  enjoyed 
pretty  long  intervals  of  eafe ;  but  as  foon  as  her 
ftomach  or  bowels  put  her  in  mind  of  her  for¬ 
mer  fufferings,  fhe  flew  to  the  Bath  waters,  which 
never  failed  immediately  to  charm  away  her  dif- 
orders.  As  fhe  grew  older  and  more  infirm,  flic 
found  herfelf  b  ecome  lefs  and  lefs  capable  of 
bearing  any  long  abfence  from  her  great  reftora- 
tive,  and  that  her  London  journies  were  more  and 
more  fatiguing,  as  fhe  was  lefs  able  to  bear  their 
inconveniencies.  She  therefore  made  this  place 
her  fixed  habitation  for  the  future.  Here  fhe 
fpent  her  days  in  focial  pleafures  among  her  nu¬ 
merous  friends,  never  omitting  her  vifits  to  the 
pump,  from  which  fhe  received  her  dai  3y  fup- 

\  4 fe 

port ;  and  nobody  ever  was  more  fenfible  of,  or 
more  thankful ’for  the  ineftimable  bleffing.  Du¬ 
ring  fome  years  before  her  death  fhe  took  very 
little  food:;  and  if  fhe  did  not  keep  her  ftomach 
alive  by  the  waters,  (he  could  take  none  at  all, 
but  began  to  naufeate  the  fight  and  fimell  of 
victuals,  till  fhe  could  get  a  glafs  of  the  water, 
as  hot  as  poflible,  which  alone  could  enable  her 
to  eat  a  mouthful.  Thus,  by  continually  pour- 
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ing  a  little  oil  into  the  lamp  of  life,  though  it 
burnt  dimly,  it  did  not  quite  go  out  till  the 
fourth  day  of  February,  1762,  in  the  feventy- 
fixth  year  of  her  age. 

Many  years  ago  Dr.  Moore,  apradtifing  phy¬ 
sician  in  Dublin,  brought  his  wife  hither,  and 
put  her  under  the  joint  care  of  Dr.  Cheyne  and 
myfelf.  She  was  between  thirty  and  forty  years 
of  age,  and  extremely  emaciated  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  illnefs.  She  had  generally  no  evacuation  by 
ftool  for  nine  days j  the  eighth  or  ninth  day  ap¬ 
proaching,  violent  pains  of  the  bowels,  parti¬ 
cularly  of  the  lower  gut,  came  on,  which  threw 
her  into  hyfteric  convuliive  fits  ;  they  followed 
one  another  till  by  frequent  fpafmodic  endea¬ 
vours,  which  admitted  of  very  little  affiftance 
from  art,  fhe  was  delivered  of  feveral  hard  balls 
6f  fasces.  From  the  moment  of  her  delivery 
fhe  grew  eafy ;  foon  recovered  the  fatigue  ;  was 
free  from  hyfterics ;  was  in  good  fpirits,  and 
Continued  fo  till  towards  the  next  ninth  day, 
when  the  fame  tragedy  was  adted  over  again. 
The  faculty  in  Dublin  had  given  her  all  the  aid 
medicines  could  afford,  but  without  the  defired 
cffedt.  When  fhe  had  drank  the  Bath  water 
fame  weeks,  fhe  had  her  periodical  evacuation 


with  tolerable  eafe ;  without  hyfterics  or  vio¬ 
lent  gripings.  By  degrees  fhe  grew  to  have 
ftools  once  in  two  or  three  days,  and  for  fome 
time  before  fhe  left  this  place,  fhe  had  regular 
evacuations  that  way  ;  recovered  her  flefh,  and 
a  good  ftate  of  health.  When  fhe  returned  tG 
Ireland  fhe  took  with  her  a  quantity  of  Bath 
water,  which  fhe  warmed  and  drank  every  day. 
As  long  as  that  lafted  fhe  continued  regular  > 
but  when  that  was  out,  fhe  found  herfelf  gra¬ 
dually  relapfing  into  her  former  ftate  of  coftive- 
nefs.  She  tried  all  the  water  fhops  in  Dublin  ; 
but  found  no  Bath  water  which  would  anfwer 
her  purpofe,  probably  from  having  been  kept 
too  long :  She  then  fent  us  an  account  of  her 
diftrefs,  and  defired  that  fhe  might  have  fome 
frefh-bottled  water  fent  over  by  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Some  time  after,  the  Dodtor  informed 

f 

us  with  great  thankfulnefs,  that  the  waters  we 
fent  had  fully  anfwered  the  end,  and  that  his 
wife  had,  by  their  ufe,  recovered  regularity,  eafe, 
and  fpirits,  and  therefore  defired  that  we  would 
continue  to  fend  frefh  fupplies  of  the  water. 
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The  following  Observations  on  Stomach 
Co  mplaints,  were  found  among  Dr,  Oliver  s 
Papers ;  and from  the  many  ujeful  Remarks  which 
they  contain9  have  been  deemed  proper  for  Pub - 
lie  at  ion, 

JHE  food,  having  been  prepared  by  mafti- 
cation,  and  the  mixture  of  the  faliva,  is 
conveyed  into  the  ftomach,  there  to  be  con- 
codted  by  a  gentle  heat,  and  mixed  with  ibch 
juices  as  fhall  promote  its  further  refolution. 
While  all  the  parts  fubfervient  to  this,  opera¬ 
tion  are  found,  and  healthy,  the  ftomach  re¬ 
ceives  this  pulp  with  pleafure,  and  digefts  it 

_  e 

with  eafe.  But  no  organ  of  the  body  is  more 
fubjedt  to  a  greater  variety  of  diforders,  than 

*  i 

the  ftomach  ;  and  no  medicine  is  found  to  be 
fo  efficacious  in  removing  many  of  them  as  our 
Bath  waters. 

When  the  fibres  of  the  ftomach  are  weak 
and  relaxed,  fo  that  its  coats  grow  foft  and 
flabby,  having  loft  the  power  of  exerting  their 
nervous  and  mufcular  force  on  their  own  glands, 
and  on  the  pulpy  food  which  is  tranfmitted 

from 
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from  the  mouth  ;  the  fecretions  of  thofe  juices 
which  fhould  there  be  mixed  with  the  mafs  to 
be  digefted,  are  flow  and  languid  ;  thefe  hu¬ 
mours  grow  thick,  tough,  cold,  and  phleg¬ 
matic  ;  they  flick  to  the  plufhy  coat  of  the  fto-7 
mach,  fill  up  all  its  interftices,  and  choak  the 
paflages,  which  open  into  its  cavity,  and  that 
fend  both  fluids  and  fleams  into  it,  of  great  fer- 
vice  in  the  bufinefs  of  digeflion. 

Such  a  difeafed  flate  is  often  brought  on  by 
many  accidents  which  affedt  the  mind  with 
grief  and  melancholy ;  than  which  nothing 
more  furely  deftroys  the  natural  heat,  ftrength, 
and  firmnefs  of  the  body.  Women  are  more 
fubjedt  to  this  difeafe  than  men,  from  the  na¬ 
tural  loofenefs  of  their  fibres,  and  their  feden- 
tary  manner  of  living.  Men,  who  give  up  ex- 
ercife  and  labour,  for  which  their  bodies  were 
originally  framed,  and  apply  themfelves  with 
too  much  eagernefs  and  diligence  to  ftudies  of 
the  feverer  kind,  efpecially  in  a  leaning  pofture, 
feldom  efcape  falling  into  this  flate,  which  I 
fhall  now  deferibe. 

When  the  ftomach  is  in  this  condition,  in- 
ftead  of  receiving  the  food  with  defire,  it  fu fi¬ 
fe  rs 
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fcrs  a  difguft  from  the  very  adtion  of  fwal-r 
lowing  it. 

Soon  after  a  few  mouthfuls  are  fwallowed, 
a  naufea  enfues,  the  appetite  ceafes,  and  the 
meal  is  at  end  ;  except  from  the  fear  of  being 
ftarved,  and  the  earned:  perfuafions  of  friends f 
they  force  down  a  few  mprfeis  more. 

When  the  food  reaches  the  bottom  of  the 
ftomach,  it  is  loon  furrounded  and  entangled 
with  a  quantity  of  cold,  clammy,  llirny  mucus, 
which  prevents  its  further  folution ;  and  which 
fmearing  it  all  over  preferves  it  in  a  crude  in¬ 
active  lump,  whole  weight  becomes  fenfible, 
and  is  complained  of  an  hour  or  two  after  eat¬ 
ing,  and  remains  fo  a  longer  or  Ihorter  time, 
according  to  the  degree  of  the  diftemper.  When 
this  indigefted  lump  lies  long  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ftomach,  it  grows  four,  diftends  the  cavity 
with  vapours  of  a  like  nature,  which  go  off  in 
difagreeable  and  fometimes  painful  belchings. 

Perfons  whofe  ftomachs  are  thus  difeafed, 
have  pale  complexions,  bloated  countenances^ 
hollow  eyes,  with  a  dark  circle  round  them. 
They  are  low  lpirited,  often  figh,  are  inadfive, 

rape  and  yawn  frequently,  have  pale  lips,  and 

cold 
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cold  whitifh  tongues.  Their  pulfe  are  low  and 
flow,  their  urine  crude,  and  like  whey. 

If  the  Bath  waters  are  poured  into  a  ftomach 
thus  coated  over  with  a  thick  flimy  mucus,  they 
will  pafs  thro’  it  without  having  any  other  effedt 
but  that  of  adding  to  the  load,  diftending  it  by 
rarefying  the  vapours  which  are  confined  in  it, 
and  producing  flatulency  and  naufea  ,  for  they 
have  not  power  to  diffolve  this  tenacious  matter. 
In  order  therefore  to  render  them  ferviceable,  it 
is  neceffary  that  the  patient  fhould  take  iome 
ponderous  and  faponorous  medicines,  amongft 
which  I  think  crude  mercury  the  beft.  Theffe 
will  penetrate  the  vifcid  humours,  attenuate 
and  diffolve  them,  and  make  them  eaflly  fepa- 
rable  from  the  coats  of  the  ftomach.  When  it 
is  judged  that  thefe  medicines  have  done  their 
office,  a  vomit  compofed  of  3 ifs  of  the  vinum 
ipecacuanha,  with  one  or  two  grains  of  the 
emetic  tartar,  may  be  given,  and  the  day  after 
a  warm  purge  to  carry  off  what  may  have  been 
lent  down  into  the  inteftines  by  the  operation 
of  the  vomit.  The  ftomach  being  thus  cleanfeds 
the  waters  will  come  into. contadt  with  its  coats, 
which  they  will  wafh,  warm,  and  ftrengthen, 
and  by  degrees  will  free  the  villi  from  the  load 

which 
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which  opprefied  them  ;  and  by  thus  invigora¬ 
ting  the  nervous  fibres,  will  reftore  them  to 
their  proper  tone  and  activity.  The  opened 
glands  will  begin  to  fecrete  rightly,  and  to  pour 
forth  their  feveral  liquors  fit  to  be  mixed  with 
the  food  for  its  further  folution.  Then  appe¬ 
tite  will  return,  the  food  will-  be  received  with 
pleafure  by  the  ftomach,  will  be  rightly  di- 
gefted,  and  retained  no  longer  than  is  necefifary 
for  the  purpofes  of  nutrition. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  waters,  the  follow¬ 
ing  medicines  will  be  ufefully  interpofed.  Elixir 
P.  P.  alkalin.  may  be  given  in  a  fmall  glafs  of 
the  water  about  twelve  or  one  o'clock.  It  will 
help  farther  to  cleanfe  the  coats  from  any  of  the 
vifcid  humours  which  may  ftill  be  entangled  a- 
mongfl  their  villi,  and  will  render  the  waters 
more  detergent.  After  a  time  fome  warm  bit¬ 
ter  infufion,  in  which  bark  is  an  ingredient, 
will  ftill  further  help  to  reftore  the  tone  of  the 
relaxed  fibres,  and  the  Elixir  Vitrioli  may  bo 
added,  if  necefifary,  to  increafeits  efficacy. 

The  diet  fhould  be  dry,  and  warm,  confid¬ 
ing  of  roafted  meats  rather  than  boiled,  and 
fpices  may  be  allowed  in  the  fauce.  All  garden 

fluff. 
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fluff,  except  the  hotter  fall  ads,  muft  be  for- 
born,  and  thefe  fhould  be  dreffed  with  muftard, 
little  vinegar,  and  lefs  oil.  Butter  fouls  the 
flomach,  and  therefore  the  temptation  of  hot 
buttered  rolls,  the  ufual  breakfaft  here,  fhould 
be  refilled.  Fifb  in  general  turn  into  a  putri- 
laginous  liquor,  which  becomes  glue  by  heat, 
and  therefore  are  too  near  a-kin  to  the  peccant 
humour  we  have  been  endeavouring  to  remove. 

Two  or  three  glades  of  good  ftrong  claret,  or 
of  old  genuine  madeira,  will  ftrengthen  the 
fibres,  and  raife  the  fpirits,  and  therefore  co¬ 
incide  with  the  intentions  of  cure.  Bath  wa¬ 
ter,  from  the  King's  Pump,  fetched  two  hours 
before  dinner,  and  mixed  with  a  little  of  the 
foregoing  wines,  will  be  the  beft  common  drink. 

Rubbing  the  flomach  with  the  flefh  brufh, 
once  or  twice  a  day,  will  greatly  ftrengthen  its 
fibres. 

Plaiflers  of  the  warm  oils  and  gums,  will 
fend  their  moft  fpirituous  effluvia  to  the  part 
affedled ;  and  by  thus  comforting  the  cold  flabby 
relaxed  fibres,  they  may  do  great  fervice. 

1 

The  quantity  of  the  Bath  waters  to  be  drank 
in  this  cafe,  muft  be  determined  by  obferving 

how 
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how  they  fit  on  the  patient’s  ftomach,  begin¬ 
ning  with  fmall  quantities,  and  riling  gradually 
trom  half  a  pint  to  a  quart  in  twenty-four  hours. 
The  King’s  is  the  proper  water  in  this  cafe. 

How  long  the  waters  are  to  be  continued  can 
only  be  determined  bv  obfervations  made  on 
the  patients  during  the  courfe  of  their  drink- 
ing  y  but  this  fhould  be  a  general  rule,  that  as 
foon  as  they  become  lefs  agreeable  to  the 
drinker,  they  fhould  be  difcontinued. 

Another  diforder  of  the  ftomach  is,  where 
the  natural  juices  poured  into  it  by  its  glands, 
for  the  ufes  of  digeftion,  are  depraved,  grow¬ 
ing  hot,  fharp,  and  acrid,  to  a  degree  capable 
of  turning  every  thing  that  comes  into  the  fto¬ 
mach  into  their  own  nature,  which  is  fometimes 
exalted  into  an  Aqua  Fortis.  Perfons  in  this 
condition  feel  a  continual  gnawing  pain  at  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  and  that  teazing  unealinefs 
upon  its  upper  orifice,  called  the  heartburn, 
which  generally  comes  on  as  foon  as  thefe  juices, 
by  fermenting  with  the  new  food,  fend  up  their 
vapours,  which  are  fharp  enough  not  only  to 
give  this  unealinefs  about  the  upper  orifice  of 
the  ftomach,  but  forcing  their  way  upward,  they 

g? 
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go  off  in  fuch  four  eruditions,  as  almoft  fkin 
the  gullet  as  they  pafs,  and  fet  the  teeth  on 
edge  as  they  make  their  way  through  the 
mouth.  Thefe  juices  grown  thus  acrid  not 
only  give  an  appetite  by  their  conftantly  ftimu- 
lating  the  coats  of  the  ftomach,  but  the  perfon 
who  is  thus  difeafed  has  a  continual  craving, 
which  is  a  good  deal  owing  to  the  affociation  of 
his  ideas.  For  having  always  found  that  frefti 
food  does,  for  fome  time,  dulcify  thefe  acrid 
juices,  and  confequently  take  off  theuneafy  fen- 
fations  which  arife  from  their  fharp  corroding 
properties,  when  he  feels  himfelf  hurt  he  de¬ 
fires  to  return  immediately  and  almoft  mecha¬ 
nically  to  the  ufe  of  what  gave  him  relief.  But 
the  comfort  of  this  kind  is  fhort,  and  is  gene¬ 
rally  bought  at  a  dear  rate.  The  acrid  leaven 
which  the  new  food  meets  with,  foon  conquers 
all  its  foft,  mild,  balfamic  properties,  and  obliges 
it  to  turn  its  arms  againft  the  ftomach,  which  it 
came  to  refcue.  The  pulpy  mafs  fwells,  and 
diftends  the  whole  region ;  flatulencies  are  pro¬ 
duced,  pricking,  tearing,  gnawing  pains,  foon 
follow,  and  fuch  incredible  quantities  of  fharp 
difagreeahle  eruditions  fucceed,  as  makes  the 
poor  creature  unhappy  both  for  his  own  fake,  and 
for  thofe  alfo  who  are  near  enough  to  him  to  be 
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offended.  All  fermented  liquors  join  with  thefe 
juices,  run  into  their  embraces,  and  become  of 
their  party  the  moment  they  enter  the  ftomach, 
and  by  exalting  their  fhaf  pnefs,  heighten  all  the 
uneafy  fenfations  which  that  quality  produces. 
Indeed,  without  a  proper  regimen  of  diet,  this 
unhappy  ftate  of  the  ftomach,  to  which  hard- 
drinkers,  and  perfons  whole  gout  is  become  ir¬ 
regular,  are  moft  fubjed,  can  never  be  rectified. 
Their  meat  therefore  fhould  conftft  of  fuch 
things  as  are  of  a  foft,  infipid,  mucilaginous  na¬ 
ture,  fuch  as  rice,  millet  puddings,  young  boiled 
flefh,  no  pickles  or  fpices  cocoa,  falop,  or  fa- 
goe,  may  be  allowed  for  breakfafts ;  either  of 
them,  or  gruels  for  fupper.  Soops  and  broths 
turn  four  immediately  on  fuch  ftomachs.  All 
fermented  vinous  liquors  muft  be  abfolutely  a- 
voided.  Toaftand  water,  with  a  little  rum  or 
old  brandy,  will  be  the  beft  liquor  for  common 
drink,  and  lime  water  will  be  of  great  ufe. 

Asa  preparation  for  drinking  our  waters  with 
advantage,  perfons  thus  difeafed  fhould  endea¬ 
vour  to  free  the  ftomach  from  this  leaven,  by  a 
gentle  puke.  Ipecacuanha,  emetic  tartar,  and 
chamomile  tea,  were  the  proper  inftruments 

with 
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with  which  the  fluggifh,  thick,  tough,  mucou§ 
phlegm  fhould  be  removed.  In  this  cafe  all 
the  humours  are  thin,  fharp,  volatile,  and  the 
fibres  rather  inclining  to  a  ftate  of  inflamma¬ 
tion.  The  puke  fhould  therefore  be  promoted 
by  large  quantities  of  foft  mucilaginous  liquors,* 
fuch  as  gruels,  barley  water,  or  mallows  tea* 
Thefe  will  fheath  the  acrid  humours  they  find 
in  the  ftomach,  and  bring  them  off  in  an  inno¬ 
cent  ftate;  and  if  any  of  thefe  liquors  remain* 
they  will  cool,  foften,  and  fheath  the  fore  fibres, 
and  guard  them  for  a  time  againft  the  injuries 
of  thofe  fharp  humours.  After  the  vomit,  the’ 
patient  may  begin  to  drink  a  pint  of  the  Crofs- 
Bath  water  every  morning  before  breakfaft,  half 
a  pint  an  hour  before  dinner,  and  as  much  a- 
bout  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

I  here  allow  a  greater  draught  of  the  waters,' 
that  they  may  dilute  the  acrid  humours,  wafh 
and  fcour  the  glands,  and  not  only  pafs  quick 
out  of  the  ftomach,  but  likewife  promote  an  e~* 
vacuation  by  ftool.  The  quantity  may  ft  ill  be 
increafed,  if  this  does  not  anfwer  the  definable 
end,  and  fhould  be  afftfted  by  laxative  medi-^ 
ernes,  if  three  pints  or  two  quarts  in  a  day 
do  not  produce  one  or  two  motions  extraofdi- 
nary.  In  fome  cafes  it  is  prudent  to  begin 
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drink  the  waters  in  very  fmall  glaffes ;  but  we 
are  very  prone  to  run  into  extremes,  and  be- 
caufe  our  forefathers  drank  feveral  quarts,  which 
was  found  to  be  an  error  on  the  one  fide,  to 
avoid  this  error  we  fall  into  the  contrary  mif- 
take  on  the  other,  and  often  order  them  almoft 
infpoonfuls.  But  the  particular  circumftances 
of  the  patient  will  always  guide  the  prudent  and 
experienced  phyfician  in  his  practice. 

I  have  already  fpoke  of  the  diet  proper  in 
thefe  cafes.  The  medicines  which  will  affift 
the  waters,  are  fuch  as  will  fheath,  abforb,  and 
correct  acrid  humours,  as,  the  eledtar.  diacafs. 
cum  manna,  teftaceous  powders,  falts  neutra¬ 
lized  and  mixed  with  powdered  rhubarb.  Per¬ 
haps  a  few  grains  of  mercurius  alkalizatus  may 
be  added  with  good  effedt. 

Bilious  vomitings  I  omit  to  mention  here, 
becaufe,  though  often  reckoned  a  difeafe  of  the 
ftomach,  they  belong  to  the  diforders  of  the 
duodenum. 

The  ftomach  is  liable  to  be  offended  with  a 
variety  of  painful  diforders,  and  great  numbers 
of  people  labouring  under  them,  have  recourfc 
to  the  ufe  of  thefe  waters  for  relief. 
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In  thefe  cafes  the  firft  enquiry  fhould  be* 
whether  the  pain  proceeds  from  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  part  afte&ed,  or  not.  If  inflamma¬ 
tion  be  the  caufe,  it  will  be  difcovered  by  the 
fulnefs  and  hardnefs  of  the  pulfe,  the  high  flame 
colour  of  the  water,  the  drynefs  and  fur  of  the 
tongue.  If  there  is  no  inflammatory  ftate,  the 
pulfe  will  be  low,  quick,  and  foft.  The  urine 
will  be  crude,  pale,  wheyifti,  or  limpid.  The 
tongue  will  be  foft,  moift,  and  of  its  natural  co« 
lour  ;  or  perhaps  a  little  white  in  the  morning* 
In  the  firft  ftate  the  waters  are  not  to  be  ven¬ 
tured  upon  till  the  inflammation  is  conquered  by 
bleeding,  cooling  purges,  and  diluting  liquors, 
all  repeated  as  the  ftubbornefs  of  the  fymptoms 
ftiall  require.  When  all  the  figns  of  inflamma* 
tion  difappear,  the  pain  too  will  be  removed  * 
but  a  forenefs  and  weaknefs  of  the  parts  affedted 
will  ftill  remain,  which  may  be  greatly  helped 
by  the  cautious  ufe  of  Bath  waters.  The  Crofs** 
Bath  water  is  the  fafeft  to  begin  with,  if  not  tQ 
be  perfifted  in  during  the  whole  courfe.  To 
thefe  waters  may  be  added  a  little  milk,  which 
often  makes  even  the  waters  of  the  hotter  baths 
bearable  by  perfons  of  hot  temperaments.  Spirit 
of  nitre  may  be  dropped  into  the  noon  glals, 
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and  a  cooling  purge  fhould  be  given  once  a 
week,  ; 

In  the  other  ftate,  attended  with  all  the  fymp- 
toms  contrary  to  the  firft,  the  waters  of  the 
hotter  fprings  may  be  fafely  ventured  upon, 
after  proper  evacuations.  How  to  prepare,  and 
how  to  aflift  the  waters,  requires  a  ftridt  fcru- 
tinyinto  the  caufe,  and  as  diftindt  a  knowledge 
as  we  can  poffibly  obtain,  not  only  in  this,  but 
in  all  cafes  which  fall  under  our  confideration* 

* — Hie  labor ,  hoc  opus  ! 

When  the  ftomach  is  full  of  (harp  corroding 
|iumours,  fuch  acrid  fleams  will  arife,  and  affedt 
the  upper  orifice,  as  will  not  only  create  heart¬ 
burns,  but  very  acute  pains  in  that  moft  ner¬ 
vous  and  fenfible  part,  which  will  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  diaphragm,  and  felt  in  the  back, 
al moft  up  to  the  fhoulders.  Here  the  evident 
caufe  points  out  an  eafy  method  of  immediate 
relief,  by  unloading  the  ftomach  of  its  offending 
humours.'  To  prevent  thefe  humours  from  ga¬ 
thering  again  is  the  difficulty,  and  fo  great  a 
one  it  is,  that  we  find  all  medicines  often  prove 
ineffedfual,  even  under  the  moft  fkilful  direc¬ 
tion,  till  by  the  ufe  of  Bath  waters  a  right  di¬ 
gestion  is  reftored. 
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The  ftomach  is  naturallycovered  with  fo  thick 
a  mucus,  that  very  corrofive  juices  may  lie  a  long 
time  in  it  without  affecting  its  nerves.  Thus 
when  things  four  on  the  ftomach  no  pain  is 
felt  till  a  fermentation  coming  on  fharp  fteams 
a  rife,  which  vellicate  the  upper  orifice,  and 
after  a  difcharge  of  {harp  eradiations,  throw  its 
fibres  into  fuch  convulfive  motions,  as  are  ne- 
ceftary  to  free  the  ftomach  from  its  contents, 
which  have  fo  great  a  degree  of  acridity  that 
they  encoriate  the  gullet  and  fauces  as  they 
pafs  through  them,  though  the  ftomach  itfelf 
was  infenfible  of  their  virulent  qualities. 

Th  is  happens  to  many  people  who  eat  well 
and  feel  no  uneafinefs  during  the  time  of  di» 
geftion,  till  at  a  certain  hour  they  are  periodi¬ 
cally  waked  out  of  their  firft  fleep  by  the  whole 
contents  of  the  ftomach  being  become  {harper 

than  Vinegar,  twitching,  fretting,  atid  burn- 

. 

ing  the  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach,  which  can 
only  be  relieved  by  immediate  vomiting. 

"  % 

Many  I  have  known,  who,  from  an  undue 
fermentation,  have  not  been  fo  much  troubled 
with  the  fournefs  of  the  contents  of  the  fto¬ 
mach,  as  with  the  furprizing  flatulencies  which 

begin 
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begin  to  diftend  the  Stomach  about  the  fame 
hour  every  night;  the  patient  wakes  hurried, 
diftrefled,  and  affrighted  by  immediate  fuffoca- 
tion:  After  fome  ftruggles,  the  rarefied  vapour 
finds  a  paffage,  which  the  convulfive  Stricture 
of  the  throat  at  firSt  denied  it ;  then  it  rufhes 
forth  like  a  tempeft,  and  with  as  much  noife, 
yet  not  in  a  continued  Stream,  but  by  fucceflive 
belchings,  in  which  the  alternate  motion  of  the 
diaphragm  is  the  chief  instrument. 

This  mucus  may  be  destroyed  by  too  frequent 

■  ■  i 

vomitings,  natural  or  artificial ;  or  by  the  ufe 
of  mineral  medicines  ignorantly  prepared,  or 
improperly  administered.  It  may  not  be  of  the 
proper  confiftence  to  be  this  kind  defenfative, 
from  the  fault  of  the  glands  which  fecrete  it, 
whofe  fountains  may  likewife  be  dried  up,  by 
the  too  frequent  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  or  the 
infidious  preparations  of  cauftic  bitters,  which 
gain  admittance  under  the  friendly  name  of 
Stomachics,  though  in  reality  flow  but  fure 

When  this  mucus  grows  deficient  in  quan¬ 
tity,  or  its  quality  grows  thin  and  Sharp,  the 
tender  villi,  which  it  Should  defend,  foon  lan- 
guilh  and  .Shrivel  up,  fo  that  the  nervous  coat 

of 
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of  the  ftomach  becomes  bare,  and  fubjedted  to 
the  irritations  and  erofions  of  whatever  is  let 
down  into  it.  This  membrane  is  fo  extremely 
fenfible,  that  fcarce  any  food  is  fo  foft  and  in- 
lipid  as  not  to  affedt  it ;  but  all  things  endowed 
with  a  faline  acrimony,  a  Iharp  acidity,  or  a 
fiery  heat,  throw  it  into  molt  violent  agonies, 
which  are  fo  intolerable,  that  the  lick  perfon 
rather  chufes  almolt  to  Itarve,  than  to  rifk  the 
fufferings  he  has  felt  by  taking  down  food.  In 
this  moll  miferable  Hate  many  come  to  thefe 
waters  for  relief,  though  they  are  under  as  great 
horrors  at  the  thoughts  of  drinking  them,  as  if 
they  had  been  bit  by  a  mad  dog. 

This  membrane,  fo  affedted,  mull  always  be 
either  adtually  inflamed,  or  in  great  danger  of  be¬ 
coming  fo,  while  it  continues  bare,  and  in  fo  de  ¬ 
fen  celefs  a  condition.  Bleeding  therefore  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  and  that  as  largely  as  the  other 
circumftances  of  the  patient  will  permit.  The 
natural  mucus  is  to  be  imitated  as  nearly  as  we 
can:  Lindtus’s  compofed  of  conferv,  eynilhat. 
mucilagin  fern,  cydonior,  fperm.  ceti,  pulv.  e 
tragacanth  compolit.  will  be  ufeful,  and  limple 
jellies  of  calve’s  feet,  and  fheep’s  trotters,  with¬ 
out  lemon  or  wine,  fhould  be  recommended.  To 

all 
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kil  thefe  a  few  drops  of  the  tindluf.  thebaic.  6? 
a  little  of  the  Syrup,  e  Mscon.  may  be  added 
With  great  benefit,  as  well  as  iinfpeakable  com- 
fort  to  the  fick  ;  who  has  been  quite  worn  down 
by  pain,  reftlefsnefs,  fading,  and  that  anxiety 
which  can’t  be  defcribed.  By  thefe  applications 
the  nerves  will  gradually  be  guarded  from  un- 
eafy  irritations,  nature  will  gain  fome  refpite, 
and  have  time  to  apply  what  powers  the  has  left 
towards  repairing  her  own  work*  and  healing 
the  breach.  The  pains  being  now'  a  little  alle¬ 
viated,  the  fick  will  begin  to  take  down  fuch 
food  as  has  the  lead  dkriulatiftg'  property. 
Smooth  milk  porridge  is  orie  of  the  mod  foft 
mucilaginous  liquors  we  know  of.  Salop  has 
the  fame  properties.  Simple  jelly  diffolved  in 
warm  Bridol  water,  and  the  whites  of  eggs  beat 
tip  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  fugar  and  role  wa¬ 
ter,  are  all  in  this  cafe  a  proper  diet.  When 
the  domach  can  bear  this  food  without  any  un- 
eafmefs,  the  regimen  may  by  degrees  be  en¬ 
larged  to  the  whole  milk  diet,  and  hath-water 
Whey  may  become  apart  of  it,  From  that  we 
may  gradually  rife  to  the  ufe  of  the  Crofs-bath 
water,  putting  one  fpoonful  of  milk  into  each 
glafs.  Under  this  regimen,  nature  will  have 
the  created  opportunitv  of  re  do  hup*  the  do- 

mach 
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piach  to  the  beft  ftate  of  health  it  is  capable  of 
regaining :  And  fhe  will  be  greatly  helped  in 
her  endeavours  by  the  comfort  and  ftrength  all 
the  fibres  of  the  ftomach  will  feel  from  the  Bath 
waters,  as  foon  .as  this  tender  part  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  coat  is  again  in  a  cool  quiet  ftate,  and 
guarded  by  frefh  mucus  from  feeling  any  un- 
eafy  fenfations  from  the  activity  of  its  mineral 
particles. 

Very  various  are  the  painful  affections  of  the 
ftomach,  which  arife  merely  from  the  difeafes 
of  diftant  parts,  without  any  fault  of  its  own. 
The  head  and  the  ftomach  fympathize  with 
each  other  by  the  intercourfe  of  nerves.  The 
duodenum  often  proves  a  bad  neighbour,  and 
empties  its  filthy  contents  into  the  cavity  of 
its  fuperior.  The  lower  inteftines  affedt  it  by 
the  continuation  of  the  common  membranes, 
and  often  drive  worms,  which  are  naturally  the 
invaders  of  thofe  lower  regions,  to  take  fhelter 
in  the  ftomach,  till  finding  themfelves  uneafy 
in  that  fttuation,  we  have  often  feen  them  creep 
out  at  the  mouth.  But  no  part  communicates 
more  diftrefles  to  the  ftomach  than  the  uterus. 
Sicknefs,  and  inclinations  to  vomit,  are  often 
the  firft  indications  of  pregnancy.  Suppreffions 

of 
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of  the  menftrual  flux,  or  its  running  of F  in  too 
great  quantities,  will  either  of  them  give  pains 
in  the  epigaftive  region  ;  and  fcarce  any  wo¬ 
man  labours  under  the  fluor  albus,  to  any  great 
degree,  who  does  not  complain  of  a  weight, 
and  pain  at  the  pit  of  her  ftomach. 

The  kidnies  likewife  fcarce  feel  any  difeafe, 
without  the  ftomacif  s  being  affedted  by  it.  But 
particularly  what  are  properly  called  nephritic 
complaints,  owing  to  fome  extraneous  matter 
in  the  pulvis  or  uretus,  never  fail  to  produce 
naufeas,  and  frequently  moft  enormous  vomit, 
ings,  which  laudanum  only  will  appeafe,  but 
nothing  can  flop,  till  the  irritations  of  the  kid¬ 
neys  can  be  taken  off,  by  the  difcharge  of  the 
gravel,  fand,  or  whatever  lay  in  the  pulvis  or 
ureters,  or  by  its  being  again  replaced  in  a  quiet 
fituation,  from  whence  fome  accidental  motion 
had  moved  it. 

In  this  cafe  nothing  facilitates  the  defcent  of 
any  little  ftone  or  gravel  through  the  ureters, 
equal  to  a  femicupium  of  Bath  water.  Its  re¬ 
laxing  properties  are  truly  anodyne,  and  in 
numberlefs  cafes  of  acute  pains  it  is  not  to  be 
defcribed  with  how  much  extafy  perfons  put 
into  the  tub  or  bath,  feel  an  immediate  tran- 

fition 
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fition  from  torture,  to  the  heavenly  Hate  of  eafc 
and  tranquility. 

What  we  call  a  nephritic  cholic,  from  its  af¬ 
fecting  the  fame  nerves  which  the  difeafes  of 

the  kidneys  generally  do,  counterfeits  them 

■* 

likewife,  in  difturbing  the  ftomach  by  ficknefs 
and  vomitings. 

V  -»•  .‘i,  '■  »•  v  '•  -u 

From  thefe  hints  it  will  appear,  of  what 
great  confequence  it  is,  that  the  original  dikafe 
Ihould  be  rightly  diftinguifhed  from  complaints 
which  are  only  fymptomatical,  before  a  cure  is 
attempted.  Stomach  difeafes  come  to  us  in  the 
lump,  and  our  waters  are  kindly  fuppofed  to 
be  an  effectual  remedy  in  ail  of  them :  But 
alas  !  too  many  fuch  patients  leave  us  with¬ 
out  benefit,  as  they  proceed  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  dilorder*  and  coniequentl)  of  the 
proper  means  of  removing  it.  They  torture 
their  ftomachs  with  vomits,  purges,  and  nau- 
feous  bitters  to  no  purpofe;  while  thecaufe  lies 
lurking  in  fome  diftant  corner  of  the  nicrocoim, 
and  returns  with  them  again  to  their  own  homes 
undifcovered. 


THERE  are  other  diforciers  of  this  organ, 
where  Bath  waters  are  ufeful,  which  the  DoClor 
has  left  unnoticed. 


For 
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For  inftancej  the  Gout  in  the  Stomach.  But' 
of  this  he  has  fpoken  elfewhere.* 

Another  diforder  this  part  is  liable  to  is  a  very 

v  y  »  ■*  t  » 

fevere  one,  namely,  a  Cramp .  I  have  heard 
patients  fubjedt  to  this  feizure  exprefs  their 
fenfations  of  it  by  the  idea  of  their  ftomach’s 
being  fqueezed  by  the  gripe  of  a  ftrong  hand. 
The  complaint  feems-to  be  a  fpafm  of  the  coats 
of  the  ftomach  occaftoned  by  the  irritation  of 

'  4- 

fome  acrimonious  humour  lodged  among  its 
mufcular  and  nervous  fibres. 

Opiates  afford  a  temporary  relief.  A  perpe¬ 
tual  blifter  on  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  frequently 
does  much  good.  But  the  difeafe  is  more  often 
removed  by  drinking  thefe  waters  and  bathing. 
For  by  bathing  the  offending  acrimony  is  car¬ 
ried  off  in  perfpiration,  while  the  internal  ufe 
of  the  waters  gives  ftrength  to  the  part,  and 
fenders  it  lefs  liable  to  future  attacks. 

*  In  his  Effhy  on  the  Ufe  and  Abufe  of  Warm 
Bathing  in  Gouty  Cafes. 
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Obfervations  on  the  JAUNDICE* 

*  TJAVING  before  hinted  the  good  effedtsof 
thefe  waters  in  complaints  of  the  liver,^ 
I  (hall  take  this  opportunity  to  be  a  little  more 
particular,  and  defcribe  thofe  kinds  of  jaundige 
in  which  they  are  molt  ferviceable. 

This  difeafe  has  its  rife  from  fuch  different 
caufes,  and  is  attended  with  fuch  different  cuv 
cumftances,  that  it  frequently  demands  a  dif^ 
ferent  method  of  cure. 

Our  waters  have  acquired  too  general  a  re-? 
putation,  almoft  to  their  being  called  a  Ipecifie 
in  jaundices  of  all  kinds ;  by  which  means  many 
fatal  miftakes  have  been  committed  by  thofe 
who  think  that  all  difeafes  which  have  the 
fame  name  have  the  fame  nature,  and  that  the 
fame  medicines  will  cure  all  diftempers  which 
have  the  fame  denomination.  It  will  therefore 

bf 
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be  of  ufe  if  we  could  rightly  diflinguifh  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecies  of  this  diftemper  in  which  the 
Bath  waters  do  great  fervice,  from  thofe  in 
which  they  do  great  mifchief.  This  would  re¬ 
quire  a  particular  treatife ;  but  the  following 
fhort  obfervations  may,  in  fome  meafure,  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  attainment  of  fo  neceffary 
a  diftindion. 

Whenever  the  gall  duds  are  obftruded  by 
cholic  pains  which  arife  from  fpafm,  and  the 
bile  is  by  that  means  thrown  back  into  the 
blood,  it  immediately  tinges  the  lymph,  and 

changes  the  whites  of  the  eyes  and  all  the  fur- 

# 

face  of  the  fkin  into  a  bright  lemon  colour. 
After  proper  evacuations,  the  Bath  waters  are 
almoft  a  certain  remedy  j  abating  the  pains  by 
their  foftening,  relaxing,  and  anodyne  quality, 
and  diluting,  correcting,  and  walking  away  the 
acrid  particles  from  the  inteflines,  which  brought 
on  the  fpafms  that  flopped  the  biliary  duds  and 
created  the  difeafe. 

When  indigeflion  brings  on  a  vifcidity  of  the 
humours,  and  a  flabbinefs  of  the  folids,  the 
glands  are  loaded,  and  perform  their  office  very 
imperfectly.  The  fecretion  of  the  bile  grows 

fluggifh. 
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fiuggifh.  The  bile  itfelf  becomes  fo  vifcid 
that  it  flops  up  the  canal  through  which  it' 
fhould  pafs  into  the  bowels,  and  a  jaundice  gra¬ 
dually  appears.  But  here  the  colour  of  the  fkin 
is  not  of  fo  bright  a  yellow  as  in  the  former 

When  this  is  the  cafe,  vomits  and  attenuating 
medicines  are  required  to  prepare  for  the  wa¬ 
ters,  and  to  affifl  them  in  their  operation. 

After  proper  preparation,  no  medicine  will 
prove  more  effedtual  than  thefe  waters  in  mend-* 
ing  the  digeflion,  the  defeat  of  which  was  the 
original  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  They  will  dilutd 
and  infpirit  all  the  juices,  wafh,  fcower,  and 
eleanfe  the  glands,  elpecially  if  aided  by  iapo-* 
nacious  medicines,  and  confequently  reflore  the 
fecretions  of  the  liver  to  their  true  flate.  The 
bile  will  become  of  its  natural  confidence,  will 
pafs  through  its  proper  channels,  the  yellow-* 
nefs  of  the  fkin  will  vanifh,  fhe  urine  will 
change  from  the  colour  of  porter  to  a  pale  am¬ 
ber,  the  ftools  from  a  whitifh  clay  will  become 
brown,  and  the  jaundice  will  be  cured. 

Another  fpecies  of  this  diflemper  arifes  fron^ 
ilones,  or  concretions  of  bilious  matter,  lodged 

I  fa 
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in  the  gall  bladder,  which,  though  they  fome- 
times  lie  there  in  a  quiefcent  ftate  undifcovered 
for  many  years  without  producing  a  jaundice, 
yet  they  often  pufh  into  the  cyftic  dud:,  and  by 
compreffing  the  dudus  communis  oblige  the 
bile  to  regurgitate,  and  find  a  paflage  into  the 
blood  inftead  of  the  duodenum.  When  one  or 
more  fuch  ftones  begin  to  move,  and  to  force 
their  way  through  the  cyftic  pipe,  they  occa- 
fion  exquifite  pain.*  This  pain  begins  com¬ 
monly  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  and  paflfes 
tranfverfely  through  the  body  towards  the  bac  k 
At  firft  it  is  in  a  mild  degree,  but  it  increafes 
at  length  to  fuch  an  excefs  as  to  be  intolerable , 
when  of  a  fudden  it  totally  vanifhes,  and  the 
patient  finds  himfelf  perfedly  at  eafe.  A  con¬ 
tinual  reaching  alfo  accompanies  this  pain. 

Thefe  fymptoms  are  pretty  fure  diagnoftics 
of  a  gall  ftone’s  being  in  the  cyftic  dud ;  and 
the  immediate  ceflation  of  the  pain  and  vomit¬ 
ing  are  figns  either  that  it  has  forced  its  paflage 
into  the  duodenum,  or  that  being  too  large  to 
pals,  till  the  canal  becomes  more  lax  and  ca¬ 
pable 

*  This  pam  has  often  been  miftaken  for  gout  in  the 
ftomach,  and  of  courfe  the  patient  has  been  very  wrongly 
treated. 
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pablcof  fufficient  diftention,  it  has  retired  back 
again  into  the  gall  bladder. 

The  ftones  in  the  gall  bladder  are  fo  far  re¬ 
moved  out  of  the  fphere  of  the  general  circu¬ 
lation,  that  there  are  little  hopes  of  ever  find- 
ing  any  folvent  which  may  arrive  at  them, 
while  its  powers  fubfift.  Encouraging  them 
therefore  to  pafs  into  the  gut,  whenever  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  fo,  feems  to  be  all  that  we  can  do. 

Nothing  is  found  to  promote  the  paffage  of 
thefe  ftones  into  the  duodenum  more  effectually 
than  bathing  in  our  baths ;  which  rendering  the 
parts  foft  and  yielding,  taking  off  all  fpafmodic 
contractions,  and  at  the  fame  time  by  the 
weight  of  the  water’s  prefling  on  the  epigaftic 
region,  the  ftone  is  pufhed  forward,  while  the 

V 

refinance  of  the  canal  through  which  it  is  to 
pafs  is  diminifhed. 

While  the  patient  is  in  the  bath,  the  right 
fide  of  the  epigaftrum  fhould  be  gently  rubbed 
with  the  hand  to  facilitate  the  paffage  of  the 
ftone.  I  have  known  its  paffage  procured  by  a 
gentle  emetic,  given  about  an  hour  after  the 
patient  has  rofe  from  the  bath  ;  but  the  ufe  of 
fuch  a  remedy  demands  the  higheft  caution. 

I  2  Dry 


[  I°2  ] 

Dry  cupping  on  the  epigaftrum  has  Jikewife 
been  found  of  great  fervice. 

Where  the  pains  are  very  acute,  bleeding  and 
Opiates  will  be  neceffary. 

It  has  been  already  qbferved,  that  as  foon  as 
the  ftone  has  palled  into  the  gut  the  pain  ceafes. 
A  jaundice,  from  the  Hone’s  having  remained 
iome  time  in  the  duCt  before  it  could  get  through, 
now  comes  on  ;  but,  if  the  paffage  is  left  clear, 
it  vanifhes  in  a  few  days. 

Gentle  cathartics  are  now  proper  to  carry  off 
the  ftone  through  the  inteftines,  as  otherwife  it 
might  lodge  in  their  folds,  and  occalion  cholickv 
complaints:  But  by  thefe  means  it  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  found  in  a  few  days  among  the  fseces. 

After  the  ftone  or  ftones,  (for  I  have  feen 
them  in  great  numbers)  are  voided,  the  Bath 
waters  drank  pretty  freely  will  be  of  great  fer¬ 
vice,  in  cleanftng  the  firft  paffages,  reftoring 
appetite,  correcting  digeftion,  depurating  the 
blood  and  juices  from  bilious  taint,  and,  which 
is  of  the  moft  confequence,  rcjloring  that  due 
mixture  and  union  among  the  feveral  component 

parts 
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parts  of  the  bile ,  from  want  of  which  the  difeafe 
itfdf  originates . 

The  laft  fpecies  of  this  diftemper  I  have  to 
mention  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  oi 
the  black  jaundice.  It  is  ufually  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  yellow  jaundice  long  fubfifting. 
The  bile  by  degrees  unites  with  the  moll  corn- 
pad:,  earthy,  inadive  parts  of  the  blood,  and 
gives  it  a  vifcidity,  a  ropenefs,  that  renders  it 
incapable  of  circulating  through  the  finer  veflels. 
It  therefore  ftagnates  in  thefe  fine  vefiels,  and 
forms  obftrudions,  often  hard  fwellings,  in  the 
liver,  fpleen,  and  mefenteric  glands.  Thefe  ob- 
ftruded  humours  by  degrees  acquire  an  acri¬ 
monious  leaven,  which  infeds  and  poifons  all 
the  juices  of  the  body.  Hence  arife  laffitude, 
debility,  lofs  of  appetite,  want  of  digeftion, 
dejedion  of  fpirits,  melancholy,  and  all  that 
train  of  various  mifery  which  accompany  hypo- 
chondriacifm ;  and  which  finally  end  in  the 
death  of  the  miferable  being,  whom  they  have 
long  before  tormented. 

This  faint  idea  of  this  diftemper  plainly  in¬ 
dicates  all  poftible  means  by  which  this  delete¬ 
rious  matter  can  be  correded,  attenuated,  and 
expelled  the  conftitution.  And  how  far  our 

Bath 
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Bath  waters  may  help  to  anfwer  thefe  indica¬ 
tions,  their  commonly  known  properties  will 
anfwer  for  them  j  provided  their  ufe  be  not  de¬ 
ferred  to  the  laft  ft  age  of  the  difeafe,  when  a 
putrid  fever  arifes,  which,  inftead  of  abating* 
they  would  increafe,  and  confequently  accelerate 
the  deftrudtion  of  the  patient. 

From  this  enumeration  of  the  particular  kinds 
of  Jaundice,  and  other  liver  difeafes,  in  which 
Bath  waters  are  ufeful,  may  eafily  be  collected 
thofe  in  which  they  are  detrimental.  And  ’tis 
to  be  hoped  this  ftiort  detail  may  contribute 
to  prevent  their  indifcriminate  application  in 
every  complaint  to  which  this  organ  is  fubjedt. 

For  in  a  fchirrus  of  the  liver  they  do  no  good  : 

•«* 

in  an  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  liver,  or  of  its 
dudts,  they  do  much  harm ;  and  in  hepetic 
fluxes,  where  the  bile  is  fecreted  in  too  large  a 
quantity,  they  add  to  the  complaint. 
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